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Diocese of Miami and the Southeast

The Very Reverend Father Fouad Saba, Cathedral Dean
“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” Acts 11:26

Brotherhood of the Noble Joseph:
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba, Dean
Rev. Adn. David Nimer

Sdn. Charles Khoury

Sdn. Elie Bardawil

Sdn. Sean Hatem

Acolytes (servers)

Jackson King,

Choir Director/Lead Chanter
Dr. Don Shalhub, Chanter
Yamil Zacur, Lead Usher

All Choir Members and Ushers

Cathedral Council:

V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba, Presiding Officer
Sdn. Elie Bardawil, Chairman
Yamil Zacur, Vice-Chairman
Diana Nimer O’Brien, Secretary
Lourice Khoury, Treasurer

Shadi Omeish, Financial Secretary
Andrea Abu-Akel, Member
Martha Eannace, Member

Douglas Ede, Member

Said Elhaj, Member

Jamal Habib, Member

Muazzi Hatem, Member

Sdn. Charles Khoury, Member

Dr. Don Shalhub, Member

Nasser Soufia, Member

Tony Zammar, Member

ex-officio Members:

Rev. Adn. David Nimer, Clergy

Wafa Omeish, Sunday School

Tania Soufia, Antiochian Women

Sdn. Sean Hatem, Young Adult Ministry
Hanna Soufia, SOYO

Zena B. Farah, Order of Saint Ignatius

Council Committees:

Yamil Zacur, Property Management
Yamil Zacur, Hall Usage and Rental
Sdn. Elie Bardawil, Finance

Rotating Chair, Fundraising

Douglas Ede, Legal

Justin Sayfie, Vision and Development
Salma Zacur, Stewardship

2017 Archdiocese Convention:
Andrea Abu-Akel, Chairlady

SOYO Adyvisors:

Hannan Mounayyer

Said Elhaj

Nisreen Jadon, Next Generation SOYO

Cathedral Office:
Doris Martinez, Office Secretary
Kh. Diana Saba, Webmaster

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
Saturday
Sunday

9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
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The Weekly Bulletin is an official publication of Saint George Cathedral, Coral Gables, Florida.

Sunday, December 31, 2017
Sl Le s g3l aal

The Sunday after the Nativity of the Lord

Weekly Schedule of Services
Saturday: Great Vespers Service (as announced in Calendar)
Sunday: 9:15 a.m. Orthros (Matins) - 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Confessions by Appointment

Welcome to Saint George ntischian Orthodoy Cathednal!

This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy, Catholic
(Universal), and Apostolic Church. The Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Church belongs to two thousand years of evangelization, teaching, history,
and tradition, which express the continued commitment of its members to the
Orthodox Christian faith in The Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

Visitor(s), please feel at home in prayer and worship. Please submit your
name(s) to the Ushers and introduce yourself to Father Saba at the end of the
service so he may welcome you personally.

Welecome! Hlan wa Satlan! Beenvenidos!

You 320 Palermo Avenue, Coral Gables, Florida 33134
Phone: (305) 444-6541  Fax: (305) 445-6530
Email: Office@StGMiami.org Website: www.StGMiami.org
Webmaster @ StGMiami.org (=15 (=]
2017 Convention Website: www.AC2017Miami.org %

Proper Church Etiquette may be found in the booklet in the pews or at the candle stand.




The Nativity of
THE LORD AND SAVIOR

JESUS CHRIST

~
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i Christ is born!
' Glorify Him!

May 2018 be a new year of renewal of
commitment and repentance!



Celetrate the Epiphany (Baptiom) of
THE LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

with youn Saint Geonge (athedral Famdly!

Friday, January 5, 2018
Orthros (Matins) 6:00 p.m.

Divine Liturgy for
Great Feast of Epiphany
7:00 p.m.

Great Blessing of the Waters to follow

~ e

Schedule your Home Blessing
by contacting the Cathedral Ofhce at 305-444-6541.
Please specity 1t you request a Bible Study
along with the Home Blessing.



Changes in the Liturgy ol AR gﬁ )y

At the beginning of the Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m., please turn
to page 92 in the Red Service Book to follow the Liturgy.

Please use the inserts in this Weekly Bulletin for this week’s changes.

~ o~ o~

First Antiphon
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Changes in the Liturgy
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Second Antiphon

Blessed is the man that feareth the
Lord; in His commandments shall
he greatly delight. His seed shall be
mighty upon the earth; the genera-
tion of the upright shall be blessed.
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast
born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee,
Alleluia!

Glory and riches shall be in his
house, and his righteousness abides
unto ages of ages.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast
born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee,
Alleluia!

There hath risen up in darkness a
light for the upright; he is merciful
and compassionate and righteous.
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast
born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee,
Alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit. Now and
ever, and unto ages of ages.

O only-begotten son and word of
God...
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Third Antiphon
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Entrance Hymn (Tone Two)

The Lord hath sworn and will not change His mind: Thou art a priest forever,
after the order of Melchizedek.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Changes in the Liturgy ol adl) gﬁ )y

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Five)
Let us believers praise and worship the Word coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of
the Virgin for our salvation. For He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer
death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.
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Troparion of the Feast of the Nativity (Tone Four)
Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for
they that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to
know that from the east of the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!
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Troparion for the Sunday after the Nativity (Tone Two)

Proclaim, O Joseph, to David, the grandparent of God, the amazing wonders; for thou hast
seen a Virgin great with child. With the shepherds thou didst give glory; with the Magi thou
didst worship; and by the angel it was revealed to thee. Wherefore, plead thou with Christ
God to save our souls.
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Troparion of Saint George the Great Martyr (Tone Four)

As deliverer of captives, and defender of the poor, healer of the infirm, champion of kings:
Victorious Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God for our souls’ salvation.
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Kontakion of the Feast of the Nativity (Tone Three)
Today, the Virgin giveth birth to the transcendent in essence; the earth offereth the cave to the
unapproachable One; the angels with the shepherds glorify Him; and the Magi with the star
travel on their way; for a new child hath been born for our sakes; God before the ages.
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Epistle for the Sunday before the Feast of Epiphany (Theophany)

All those on earth worship thee and sing unto Thee:
Sing Alleluia to God, O all the earth.™

The Reading is from the Second Epistle of Saint Paul to Timothy (4:5-8)

=== Timothy, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of
an evangelist, fulfil your ministry. For I am already on the point of
4NN being sacrificed; the time of my departure has come. I have fought
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Hence-
ey forth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only

to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.
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* The Prokeimenon is for the Nativity, in recognition of the Leavetaking of the Feast.
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Gospel for the Sunday before the Feast of Epiphany (Theophany)

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark (1:1-8)

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the
prophets, “Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy
way; the voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.” John the Baptizer appeared in the wilderness, preaching
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And there went out to him all
the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and wild
honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the
thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
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After the Gospel, please turn to
page 104 in the Red Service Book.!




Changes in the Liturgy ol adl) gﬁ )y

Megalynarion of the Leavetaking of the Feast of the Nativity (Tone One)

Magnify, O my soul, her who hath delivered us from the curse.
Verily it is easier for us to endure silence since there is no dread danger there-
from for us. But because of our strong desire, O Virgin, and Mother of same-
ness, to indite well-balanced songs of praise, this becometh indeed onerous to
us. Wherefore, grant us power to equal our natural inclination.
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Koinonikon of the Feast of the Nativity (Tone Eight)

The Lord hath sent redemption to his people. Alleluia!
Mlglla . dpel Lada )l Ju)l

Instead of “We have seen the true light...”, sing:
Troparion of the Feast of the Nativity (Tone Four)

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the

world; for they that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O

Sun of justice, and to know that from the east of the Highest thou didst come, O
Lord, glory to thee!
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EPISTLE READING SCHEDULE §&

TODAY

DECEMBER 31 LITURGY

ENGLISH: SDN. ELIE BARDAWIL
ARABIC: DR. HANI JUMEAN

The Epistle Reading Ministry 1s coordinated by “The Brotherhood of the Noble Joseph.’
Please contact the Cathedral Office to inquire on scheduling.

Requirements to be an Epistle Reader:

e  Must prepare spiritually to read the Word of God

e Must be a Cathedral Member in good standing spiritually

e Must arrive during Orthros (Matins) Service 15-20 minutes before Liturgy

e Reader attire 1s Church attire (respectful and formal—ladies attire below knee)
e Must practice the Epistle several times during the week (chanting 1s preferable)
e Must enunciate loud and clear—The Apostle 1s speaking, not the reader!

May the Holy Word of God be written on our hearts! God bless you!

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER LIST

Prayer List of the Living

Prayer List of the +Departed

The abducted Metropolitan PAUL

The abducted Archbishop YOUHANNA
All our brothers and sisters afflicted by war, hunger,
poverty, oppression, persecution, and occupation in the
Middle East and Worldwide.

Bishop DEMETRI

Atalla and Andrea Abu-Akel and family
Charles and Diana O’Brien

Mouna and Laura Dahlan and family
Nuha Zananiri and family

Jorge and Najat Zacur

George and Tabte Habib

Karimeh Aboud, Bolous Samaan

Fadwa Habash, Fuad Stiban

Susan Panayotti Elias

Guinevere Haddad

Kiwan Khoury

Richard Elias

John Mickel

James Shaleesh

Anthony Zucconi

+All our brothers and sisters departed by war, hun-
ger, poverty, oppression, persecution, and occupation
in the Middle East and Worldwide.

+Bishop ANTOUN of Thrice-Blessed Memory
+Archpriest Emile Hanna

+Rahme Abourizk

+The departed of the Abu-Akel and Mickel families
+Elie Bitar

+Nina Bikhazi

+Ghassan Sayegh

+Sean O’Brien

+Anis Girgis Murra
+Michael Dahlan

+Michel Husson

+Emile Farah

+Ibrahim Khoury

+George and Julia Abdenour
+Linda Malouf

+Rimona Rantisi

+Ibrahim Fouad Saba
+Samuel Saba, +Laith Anki




HOLY BREAD OFFERING

TODAY

ATALLA AND ANDREA ABU-AKEL AND FAMILY
DECEMBER 31

JANUARY 5

FRIDAY (EPIPHANY) OPEN
JANUARY 7 DRs. HANI AND FERIAL JUMEAN
JANUARY 14 OPEN

S S
= Corree HOUR SPONSOR =~

TODAY

ATALLA AND ANDREA ABU-AKEL AND FAMILY
DECEMBER 31

JANUARY 7 DRs. HANI AND FERIAL JUMEAN

JANUARY 14 OPEN

The Holy Bread and Coffee Hour are ministries of the Antiochian Women. Please see the
Coordinator of these ministries, Mrs. Salma Zacur, to inquire on scheduling and requirements.

ALTAR VIGIL CANDLE

ST The Candle remains lit for an entire month on the Holy Altar. There is no
' fee required to offer the Altar Vigil Candle. The offering is by donation only.
. Please see schedule below (in order of submission by month).

DECEMBER CHARLES AND DIANA O’BRIEN
MOUNA DAHLAN AND FAMILY
NUHA ZANANIRI AND FAMILY

JANUARY MOUNA DAHLAN AND FAMILY

FEBRUARY GEORGE AND WIDAA KHOURY AND FAMILY
MOUNA DAHLAN AND FAMILY




2018 HOME BLESSINGS

5 4 ) Traditionally, at the feast of the Lord’s Epiphany (Baptism)

A 9| on January 6th, the Great Blessing of the waters takes place

g% and then is used to sanctify the homes of all the faithful. In
|

L/ bringing the blessed water to the homes, and sprinkling it in

\ | each room, we rid our house of any evil influence, and re-

\J

@ == | dedicate it to God in a special way.

As we were once renewed by the waters of our own bap-
tism into Christ, so too our home, and our entire lives, are re-dedicated
and renewed unto Christ our God each year at this time.

- Please contact the Cathedral Office at 305-444-6541 to
schedule the Home Blessing by Father Saba.

- The following should be prepared for the

Home Blessing:
« All members of family must be present.
« Bible

Icon

Lit Candle

Burning Incense (Optional)

Small Table (or dining room table)

- The visit by Father Saba should be
approximately 45 minutes.

Several visits will be scheduled on a given
day in order to reach and bless all families
and homes this season.

Once the Home Blessing Season is mostly over, Fr. Saba will
continue the regular Pastoral Visits, during which Fr. Saba
will spend ample time with each family.




TODAY Orthros (Matins) Service 9:15 a.m.
TODAY Divine Liturgy 10:30 a.m.
TODAY No Sunday School Classes (Christmas Break)
TODAY December 1s ‘Order of Saint Ignatius Month’
Monday, Jan 1 Office Closed
Friday, Jan 5 Orthros and Divine Liturgy for Feast of Epiphany  6:00 p.m.
Friday, Jan 5 Great Blessing of Waters During Liturgy
Friday, Jan 5 Annual Ladies’ Christmas Dinner After Liturgy
Saturday, Jan 6 Home Blessings Begin!
Saturday, Jan 6 Great Vespers Service 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, Jan 7 Orthros (Matins) Service 9:15 a.m.
Sunday, Jan 7 Divine Liturgy 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, Jan 7 Sunday School Classes Resume After Communion
Sunday, Jan 7 Monthly Antiochian Women Meeting 1:00 p.m.
Save the Date! i
Liturgy for Feast of Epiphany of the Lord Jan 5, 2018
Home Blessings Begin! Jan 6, 2018
Diocesan Delegates’ Meeting / Winter’s Retreat in Atlanta, GA  Jan 26-27, 2018
Annual General Assembly Meeting Jan 28, 2018
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord into the Temple Feb 2, 2018
Clean Monday—First Day of Great Lent Feb 19, 2018
Great and Holy PASCHA (Easter) Apr 8, 2018
Patronal Feast of Saint George Apr 21-22, 2018
Annual Love Ball (Black Tie formal gala fundraiser) May 12, 2018

Annual Cathedral Festival Nov 34, 2018




Financial Update as of November 2017

Pledge Summary

2017 Pledge Goal: $150,000.00
Actual Pledges as of November 30, 2017: $117,515.14
Pledges Still Needed to Meet 2017 Goal: $ 32,484.86

Remaining Mortgage as of
November 30, 2017, is $397,229.23.

Thank you for your support!

NEW YEARSS EVE

Call for Reservation: .) 4% Doors Open at 8:30PM
954-584-4030 or 954-401-5707 e " l l‘ 4860 Griffin Road Davie FL 33314
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'f (;.‘.ll Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
Diocese of Miami and the Southeast
Very Reverend Father Fouad Saba, Dean

December 20, 2017
Feast of the Great Martyr Ignatius of Antioch

Dear Members of Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral,
Glory to Jesus Chnist! Glory forever!

A Dblessed Nativity Season to you and vour families! This is to inform you the 2018 Annual General
Assembly Meeting for the voting membership of Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral will be held on
Sundav. January 28. 2018, immediately following the Divine Liturgy. The agenda is enclosed with this letter.

To be recognized as a voting member of Saint George Cathedral. a panshioner nmst be at least eighteen
vears of age and have met both the necessary spiritual obligations (as deternuned by the Pastor) and financial
obligations (as determined by the Financial Secretary and vour signed 2017 Stewardship/Membership Form). If
vou have not already done so. please register as a member using the 2017 Stewardship/Membership Form and
complete vour financial obligation before December 31, 2017, If vou have any financial circumstances, please
see the Pastor. If you have any cuestions regarding these requirements, please confact a member of the
Cathedral Council.

The goal of Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral is to have all eligible members vote.

As prescribed by the Saint George Cathedral Constitution, during the Annual Meeting, four members
will be elected to the Cathedral Council for a term of three years. A Nominating Committee has been appointed
to compile a list of qualified candidates. The members of the committee are Fr. Saba, Sdn. Elie Bardawil, and
Nasser Soufia (Wominating Committee Chairman). If you or someone you know is inferested in mnning for
Council membership and is willing to make the commitment required to fulfill this important obligation, please
see enclosed required form and contact Mr. Nasser Soufia, Chairmain of the Nommating Committee.

It is important to note that pursuant to the Saint George Cathedral Constitution, no nominations will be
accepted from the floor during the Annual General Assemblv Meeting  All candidates” names must be
submitted fo the Nominating Committes by Friday, January 26, 2018 in order for the candidate’s name to be
meluded on the Ballot. There can be no exception o this mie.

During this meeting, all members will receive a full 2017 Financial Report. the proposed 2018 Annual
Budget. and reports from the various organizations and hear about all current plans for the future.

The Church 1s our spiritual home. Your involvement in the affairs of your Church 1s very important.

May God bless vou all as we prepare for the birth of the Savior!

Yours in Christ,

V. Rew. Fr. Fouad Saba Sdu. Elic Bardawd
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba Sdn. Elie Bardawil

Dean Cathedral Council Chairman

320 Palermo Avenue Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6608
Phone (305) 444-6541 Fax (305) 445-65630 Office@StGMiami.org www. StGMiami.org




Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
Digcese of Miami and the Southeast
Very Reverend Father Fouad Saba, Dean

Required Form of Commitment for
Cathedral Council Nomination/Membership

MName: Today’s Date: Membership Number:
First Baptirmal Last

Are you an Orthodox Christian in good standing (circle one): YES NO  Date of Last Confession:

Do you attend Church Services regularly (majority of monthly services): YES NO

Are you committed to being a member of Saint George Cathedral as your only Church (circle one): YES NO
MNumber of Years as Member of Cathedral:

Have you received the blessing of the Dean to serve on the Cathedral Council (circle one): YES NO

Have you ever served on the Cathedral Council (circle one): YES NO IfYES. number of years of service:

Church Positions held:

Life Occupation: City, State of Residence:
Why do you want to serve on the Cathedral Couneil:

Favorite Bible Verse:
Membership Pledge fiulfilled by December 31 of this year according to date on this form (circle one): YES NO

Please read carefully, then inifial every statement below:
I understand and agree that it 15 vital for Cathedral Council members to be active 1n the liturgical life of the
Church, including attendance and participation in the Sunday Liturgies. Satrday Vespers, Feast Day Services, and
other services, including the Sacrament of Holy Confession, and affirm that [ will participate in these services
frequently and regularly.
I understand that the Cathedral Council operates according to the traditions and practices of the Holy
Orthodox Church under the authonity of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America.
1 also understand that the Council members must set good examples of Orthedox Christian Stewardship,
inchuding the offering of time and talents to the Church, as well as sacrificial monetary support.
_ Tunderstand that the Cathedral Council holds regular meetings once a month and special meetings as needed,
and [ affirm that I will do my utmost to attend every meeting.
1 also understand that if I muiss three (3) Cathedral Council meetings withoot legitimate excuse amd
permission of the Dean and Chairman, I automatically dismuss myself from membership in the Cathedral Couneil.
Furthermore, I am willing to assume the responsibility of chairing a standing or special committee, even if I
am an elected officer of the Council. Iunderstand it is a requirement for membership to serve on a cominittee.
T understand that the typical time commitment of a Council member is approximately ten (10) hours every
month.
1 understand that [ must attend the mandatory Cathedral Council Seminar and Leadership Training. to be
held once every year.
I understand that if T fail to meet the above requirements. including regular Church attendance and fulfilling
my my Cathedral Council duties. I may be asked by the Dean and Chairman to step down from the Cathedral Council
I understand that my agreement to folfill the above requirements is a prerequisite to remain on the Cathedral
Council of Saint George Cathedral.

In signing this affirmation I understand the information on this form will be used in the published Council profile.
In signing this affirmation. I pledge to fulfill the above requirements to the best of my ability, so help me God.

Signature of Cathedral Council Nomines / Member Flease Print Date

Signed and dared form must be submirted 1o Nominating Commiree before deadline ser forth by Council on a yvearly basis.

320 Palermo Avenue Coral Gables, Florida 33134-6608
Phone (305) 4446541 Fax (305) 4456530 Office@StGMiami.org www.StGMiami.org
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"The Twelve Days of Christmas"

~ Original Meaning ~

True love = God
Me = every baptized person

Partridge = Jesus Christ, who, like a bird, will protect God's
defenseless children

Pear tree = the Cross, which was made from a tree.

2 Turtle doves = the Old and New Testaments; also, two turtle
doves were sacrificed when Jesus was first brought to the temple

3 French hens = faith, hope, and charity (sacrificial giving);
also, gold, frankincense, and myrrh from the Wise Men

4 Calling birds = the four Gospels and/or the four Evangelists

5 Golden rings = the first five books of the Old Testament (the
Pentateuch) which gives the history of man's fall from grace

6 Geese a-laying = the six days of creation

7 Swans a-swimming = the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit
(Romans 12:6-8); also, the seven sacraments

8 Maids a-milking = the eight Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-10);
also, milking symbolizes Christ's love for us

9 Ladies dancing = the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit (Galatians
5:22-23)

10 Lords a-leaping = the Ten Commandments

11 Pipers piping = the eleven faithful Apostles

12 Drummers drumming = the twelve points of the Apostles
Creed; also, the twelve Apostles preaching
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The month of December in the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
is the month recognizing

The Order
of Saint Ignatlus of Antioch

December 20" is
The Feast of Saint Ignatius
of Antioch.

Members of the
Order of Saint Ignatius of Antioch
are invited to wear their Crosses
and
assist with ushering, reading the
Epistle, and other various tasks for
the entire month of December.

If you are not a member of The Order and are
interested in joining this great organization, please
contact Fr. Saba, Zena Bardawil-Farah or
any member of The Order for information.

To view the website for The Order,
please visit www.antiochian.org/order




Ten New Year Resolutions for

Followers of Jesus Christ:

1) Attend Church services on a regular basis, especially Sunday Liturgy. Sunday
has gone from being a celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus Churist to being a
celebration of sleeping in. Keep Sunday Holy and keep it in Church. Arrive for
Church Services on time! Why is it that the only appoimntments we ever miss or
are late for are our appomtments with Jesus Chnstr At the end, these are the only
appowntments that will matter.

2) Read your Bible; it 1s the saving Word of God, given through Jesus Churist and
it explains the life he calls us to live in tlus world. In order to deepen our
relationship with Christ, we must read the Bible on a daily basis. Begin by reading
for at least 10 munutes a day.

3) Ask for forgiveness from fanuly, friends, and members of your pamsh.
Forgiveness 1s a difficult virtue to put into practice and even more difficult to use
regularly. Let us use the virtue of forgiveness as a basis for our continued
commitment to Chist by regarding our earthly relationships with one another as
truly important. Let us practice forgiveness; it 1s the first step m prepanng for
Holy Confession and Holy Commumon each and every Sunday.

4) Make a prayer comer in your home in wlhich you and your famuly gather
regularly for praver (at least twice a day). In the prayer corner, have your Bible
and prayer book, hang-up an icon of Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the patron
saints of your fanuly members. You can also have a candle there and burn incense
when you pray. If you need help, ask Father Saba and he will gladly help you set
up a prayer corner in your home.

5) Put your God-given talents to use and become a steward in your parish. We all
have talents that we do not use to their full potential. Recognize them, ask for
guidance from the Lord and put them to use for the benefit of your famuly, your
neighbor, your Church. Become an active, involved, canng Chustian. Give of
your time and talents to your Parish. Donate to food banks, become involved in
Church programs m which we reach out to those less fortunate than us.
Financially support your Church and priontize what you do with your treasure.
Churist said, “Where your treasure 1s, there will be your heart also.™



6) Invite your children, grandchildren, parents, brothers, sisters, and friends to
Church Services. Become an Evangelist and bring people to Jesus Chust. Every
Chrstian 1s called to make disciples of all nations. Be a guide and example to
others. Bring at least one person to Church per year and allow God to do His
work.

7) Within the first week of the New Year, contact any family members that have
stepped away from your family; or if you have stepped away, call your family.
Practice patience, understanding, and forgiveness. We are on tlus earth ONCE
and have only this opportunity to practice forgiveness and ask for it as well. We
should never be embarrassed to adnut our faults. No one is perfect. We all have
faults and we never know when we may be called by God to return home.

8) Experience the forgotten medicine of the Church: the Sacrament of
Penance/Confession. We neglect the one sure remedy that Christ gave us
through the Church. That’s like having a bacterial infection and not getting the
antibiotics that you need. Use Penance/Confession and the advice of your Priest
to help vou with your sins. You should come to Confession at least twice a year if
you want to receive Commuunion regularly. If we can’t stand before our Priest and
confess, how can we ever imagine we will be able to stand before Christ Himself?

9) Commit your entire life to Jesus Christ and Reclaim your entire being for
Him. Reclaim your eyes for Jesus Christ; watch less TV and do not let your eves
gaze on sinful or lustful things. Reclaim your ears for Jesus Chust; listen to less
music and don’t entertain gossip. Reclaim your mouth for Jesus Christ; speak
only good and holy words and do not speak 1ll of others. Reclaim your nund for
Jesus Chust; deny yourself and your ego. Reclaim your body for Jesus Christ;
dress appropriately at all umes.

10) REPENT! Let us vow, that from thus day, from this hour, from tlis minute,
we shall strive above all else to love God and to do His Holy Will!
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“THE FAMILY YOUR FAMILY CAN COUNT ON SINCE...1924"

Kendall Drive Coral Gables Midtown Miami
11220 N Kendall Drive 4600 SW 8th Street 3333 NE 2nd Avenue
(305) 279-6644 (305) 446-4412 (305)573-4310

J.L. Plummer, Funeral Consultant

FAMILY FUNERAL CHAPELS AND CREMATORY

www.\anOrsdel.com



