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“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” Acts 11:26 
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The Weekly Bulletin is an official publication of Saint George Cathedral, Coral Gables, Florida.�
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The Sunday before the Feast of the Nativity of Christ  

(The Genealogy)  
 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: Great Vespers Service (as announced in Calendar) 

Sunday: 9:15 a.m. Orthros (Matins) - 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
Confessions by Appointment�
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This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy, Catholic 
(Universal), and Apostolic Church.  The Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Church belongs to two thousand years of evangelization, teaching, history, 
and tradition, which express the continued commitment of its members to the 
Orthodox Christian faith in The Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
Visitor(s), please feel at home in prayer and worship.  Please submit your 
name(s) to the Ushers and introduce yourself to Father Saba at the end of the 
service so he may welcome you personally.   
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320 Palermo Avenue, Coral Gables, Florida 33134 
Phone: (305) 444-6541     Fax: (305) 445-6530  

Email: Office@StGMiami.org    Website: www.StGMiami.org      
Webmaster@StGMiami.org 

org.Miami2017AC.www: Convention Website 2017 
Proper Church Etiquette may be found in the booklet in the pews or at the candle stand. 

Brotherhood of the Noble Joseph: 
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba, Dean 
Rev. Adn. David Nimer 
Sdn. Charles Khoury 
Sdn. Elie Bardawil 
Sdn. Sean Hatem 
Acolytes (servers) 
Jackson King,  
Choir Director/Lead Chanter 
Dr. Don Shalhub, Chanter 
Yamil Zacur, Lead Usher 
All Choir Members and Ushers 
 
 

Cathedral Council: 
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba, Presiding Officer 
Sdn. Elie Bardawil, Chairman 
Yamil Zacur, Vice-Chairman 
Diana Nimer O’Brien, Secretary 
Lourice Khoury, Treasurer 
Shadi Omeish, Financial Secretary 
Andrea Abu-Akel, Member 
Martha Eannace, Member 
Douglas Ede, Member 
Said Elhaj, Member 
Jamal Habib, Member 
Muazzi Hatem, Member 
Sdn. Charles Khoury, Member 
Dr. Don Shalhub, Member 
Nasser Soufia, Member 
Tony Zammar, Member 
 

ex-officio Members: 
Rev. Adn. David Nimer, Clergy 
Wafa Omeish, Sunday School 
Tania Soufia, Antiochian Women 
Sdn. Sean Hatem, Young Adult Ministry 
Hanna Soufia, SOYO 
Zena B. Farah, Order of Saint Ignatius 
 
Council Committees: 
Yamil Zacur, Property Management 
Yamil Zacur, Hall Usage and Rental 
Sdn. Elie Bardawil, Finance 
Rotating Chair, Fundraising 
Douglas Ede, Legal 
Justin Sayfie, Vision and Development 
Salma Zacur, Stewardship 
 
2017 Archdiocese Convention: 
Andrea Abu-Akel, Chairlady 
 
 
SOYO Advisors: 
Hannan Mounayyer 
Said Elhaj 
Nisreen Jadon, Next Generation SOYO 
 
 

Cathedral Office: 
Doris Martinez, Office Secretary 
Kh. Diana Saba, Webmaster 
 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday     9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
Saturday                By Appointment Only 
Sunday                  Closed 
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The Advent (Christmas) Fast began on November 15 and  

will conclude on Christmas after Liturgy.  
This fast includes abstaining from all meat, dairy, alcohol, and oil. 

 

For a fasting discipline you can handle, please speak to Father Saba. 
  

 Fasting must always be accompanied by prayer and forgiveness, using 
the wisdom of God found, first, and foremost, in the Holy Scriptures.  

Helping and serving others and feeding those who are in need will give 
fasting its true meaning.  Without love for others, prayers are empty. 
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Sunday, December 24, 2017 
TONIGHT 

Orthros (Matins)      5:30 p.m. 
Divine Liturgy          6:30 p.m. 
Coffee Hour to follow Liturgy 

- NO Services on Monday, December 25 - 
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At the beginning of the Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m., please turn to 
page 92 in the Red Service Book to follow along with the Liturgy.   

Please use the inserts in this Weekly Bulletin  
for this week’s changes in the Liturgy. 

~  ~  ~ 
 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Four) 
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the 

women disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation and 
proudly broke the news to the disciples, saying death hath been spoiled, Christ 

God is risen, granting the world great mercy.  
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Entrance Hymn (Tone Two) 
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Four) 
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel, the 

women disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation and 
proudly broke the news to the disciples, saying death hath been spoiled, Christ 

God is risen, granting the world great mercy.  
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Troparion of the Sunday before the Feast of the Nativity (Tone Two) 
Great are the accomplishments of faith��for the three holy youths rejoiced in the 

fountain of flames as though at waters of rest. And the Prophet Daniel appeared a 
shepherd to the lions as though they were sheep. Wherefore, by their pleadings, O 

Christ God, save our souls. 
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Troparion for the Paramon (Eve) of the Nativity (Tone Four) 

As the fruit of David’s seed, Mary was registered of old with the Elder Joseph in the 
little town of Bethlehem, when she conceived with a seedless and pure conception. 
Behold, the time was come that she should bear her Child, but no place was found 

within the inn for them; yet the cave proved a delightful palace for the pure Lady and 
Queen of all. For Christ is born now to raise the image that had fallen aforetime.  
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Troparion of Patron—Saint George the Great Martyr (Tone Four)   

As deliverer of captives, and defender of the poor, healer of the infirm, champion of kings: 
Victorious Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God for our souls’ salvation. 
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Kontakion of the Forefeast of the Nativity (Tone Three) 
Today the Virgin cometh unto the cave to give birth to the Word who was born before 
all ages, begotten in a manner that defies description.  Rejoice, therefore, O universe if 
thou shouldst hear and glorify with the Angels and the shepherds. Glorify Him who by 

His will shall become a new-born Babe and who is our God before all ages.  
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At this point, please turn to page 98 in the Red Service Book. 
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Epistle for the Sunday before the Nativity   

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our Fathers!  For you are just in all you have done! 
The Reading is from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews (11:9-10, 32-40) 
Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in 
tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise.  For he looked forward to 
the city, which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.  And what more shall I 
say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Sam-
uel and the prophets—who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women 
received their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release that they 
might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains 
and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were 
killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-
treated—of whom the world was not worthy—wandering over deserts and mountains, and 
in dens and caves of the earth.  And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not re-
ceive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart from 
us they should not be made perfect.  
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Gospel for the Sunday before the Nativity 
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew (1:1-25) 
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 
Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father 
of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and 
Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the father of 
Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of 
Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by 
Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king.  And 
David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of 
Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and 
Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the 
father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, 
and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manas-
seh the father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of 
Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.  And after the 
deportation to Babylon:  Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the fa-
ther of Jerubbabel, and Jerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eli-
akim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the 
father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and 
Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father 
of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ.  So 
all generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David 
to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to 
Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations.  Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place 
in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, 
being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
But as he considered this, behold an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill 
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son, and his name shall be Emmanuel” which means, ‘God with us.’ When Joseph 
woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, 
but knew her not until she had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus.�
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Prayer List of the Living Prayer List of the +Departed 

The abducted Metropolitan PAUL 
The abducted Archbishop YOUHANNA 
All our brothers and sisters afflicted by war, hunger, 
poverty, oppression, persecution, and occupation in the 
Middle East and Worldwide. 
Bishop DEMETRI 
Ashraf and Angelina Abraham and family 
The Abraham and Sarah families 
Charles and Diana O’Brien 
Mouna and Laura Dahlan and family 
Nuha Zananiri and family 
Jorge and Najat Zacur 
George and Tabte Habib 
Karimeh Aboud, Bolous Samaan 
Fadwa Habash, Fuad Stiban 
Susan Panayotti Elias, Guinevere Haddad 
Kiwan Khoury 
Richard Elias 
John Mickel 
James Shaleesh 
Anthony Zucconi 

+All our brothers and sisters departed by war, hun-
ger, poverty, oppression, persecution, and occupation 
in the Middle East and Worldwide. 
+Bishop ANTOUN of Thrice-Blessed Memory 
+Archpriest Emile Hanna 
+Rahme Abourizk 
+Elie Bitar 
+Nina Bikhazi 
+Orlando Skaff 
+Ghassan Sayegh 
+Sean O’Brien 
+Anis Girgis Murra 
+Michael Dahlan 
+Michel Husson 
+Emile Farah 
+Ibrahim Khoury 
+George and Julia Abdenour 
+Linda Malouf 
+Rimona Rantisi 
+Ibrahim Fouad Saba 
+Samuel Saba, +Laith Anki 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER LIST  
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The Candle remains lit for an entire month on the Holy Altar.  There is no 
fee required to offer the Altar Vigil Candle.  The offering is by donation only.  
Please see schedule below (in order of submission by month). 
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to Atalla and Andrea Abu-Akel for donating this year’s Christmas 

Tree and to all those who decorated for Christmas this season! 

!�
�"�#���
to Michael and Tatiana Malouf and family 

 for sponsoring the 2018 Cathedral Calendar! 
  

You may receive one (per family)  
at the end of Liturgy when venerating the Cross. 
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The month of December in the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America 
is the month recognizing  

 

The Order  
of Saint Ignatius of Antioch  

  
  

December 20 th is  
The Feast of Saint Ignatius  

of Antioch.   
 

 Members of the  
Order of Saint Ignatius of Antioch   

are invited to wear their Crosses  
and  

assist with ushering, reading the 
Epistle, and other various tasks for 

the entire month of December. 
 

 
 

If you are not a member of The Order  and are  
interested in joining this great organization, please 

contact Fr. Saba, Zena Bardawil-Farah or  
any member of The Order  for information. 

 
 
 

 To view the website for The Order ,  
please visit www.antiochian.org/order  
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 Friday, January 5, 2018 

  

Orthros (Matins) 6:00 p.m. 
 

Divine Liturgy for  
Great Feast of Epiphany 

7:00 p.m. 
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