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The Week[y Bulletin is an oﬁcia[ pub[icaﬁon of Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral, Coral'Gables, Florida.



The Orthodox Christian Faith proclaims the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the teachings of the Apostles,
and the tradition and life of the living Church worldwide, free from error and distortion through worship,
communion, witness, and service. We are one community of many in the One, Ho[y, Catholic (Universal), and
Apostoli.c Church that has maintained, throughout the ages, a continuity qf faith and love with the apostolic
community—founded in God the Father, through Jesus Christ, and sustained by the Holy Spirit. Visitor(s),
please feel at home in prayer and worship. Only those practicing Orthodox Christians who have prepared
themselves may approach the Chalice fov Ho[y Communion. Everyone else is welcome to partake of the Blessed
Ho[y Bread aﬁer the Divine Liturgy.
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DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

CHANGES IN THE DIVINE LITURGY A ol s

At the beginning of the Divine Liturgy at 10:30 am., please turn to page 92 in the Red
Service Book to fo“ow a[ong with the Divine Liturgy. Likewise, p[ease fo[low a[ong the
inserts in this Weekly Bulletin for the changes in today’s Divine Liturgy (SEE BELOW).

~ During the Little Entrance ~

Resurrectional Apo l;iikion (Tone Two)

When Thou didst submit Thyse[f unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then

Thou didst destroy hell with T’ay Gocﬂy power. And when Thou didst raise the dead ﬁfom

beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver

of [ife, g[ory to Thee.
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The Entrance Hymn for Ordinary Sundays (Tone Two)

Come, let us worship and ﬁll/ down befére Christ, our King and our God. Save us, O Son
of God, who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
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~ Aﬁer the Small Entrance ~

Resurrectional Apo l;iikion (Tone Two)

When Thou didst submit Thyse[f unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then

Thou didst destroy hell with T’ay Gocﬂy power. And when Thou didst raise the dead ﬁfom

beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver

of [ife, g[ory to Thee.

Lodiss .elssaY 350 (;_a;;n El e ‘09_5 Y g3 8Ll Lol s bl ) E5asdl Ladie

s @Y Feadk) Ll s sl il I3 B fns J555 §50 il Sz fa Gl EEET
& S sl



CHANGES IN THE DIVINE LITURGY

Apob&ikion of Saint George (Tone Four)

Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and
needy, a heaﬁng physician of the sick, a contender and ﬁghter for k'mgs, O great among
Martyrs, the victory—c[ad George; intercede with Christ God fov the salvation of our souls.
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Kontakion for the Prodigal Son (Tone Three)

Foolishly 1 sprang away * from Thy great fatherly glory, * and dispersed in wicked deeds *
the riches that Thou didst give me. * With the Prodiga[ 1 therefore * cry unto Thee now: *1
have sinned against Thee, O compassionate Father. * But receive me in repentance; * make

me as one of Thy hired servants, O Lovd.
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THE EPISTLE

FOR THE PRODIGAL SON

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us.
Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.

The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:12-20)

Brethren, all things are [awfu[ for me, but not all things are expedient. All things are [av\gful
for me, but 1 will not be bvought under the authority of anything. Foods are for the ’oeHy,
and the beﬂy for foods; but God will destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for
fornicaﬂon, but for the Lord, and the Lovrd for the body; and God both raised up the
Lord, and will also raise us up through His power. Do you not know that your bodies are
members of Christ? Shall 1 therefore take away the members of Christ, and make them
members of a harlot? God for’o id! Or, do you not know that he who is j oined to a harlot is
one body with her? For, “The two,” He says, “shall become one ﬂesh.” But hewho is j oined to
the Lord is one spirit. Flee fornicaﬂon.’ Every sin that a person commits is outs ide the body,
but whoever commits fomicaﬂon sins against his own Ioody. Or, do you not know that your
body isatemp e of the Ho[y Spirit within you, whom you have received ﬁom God, and that
you are not your own? For you were bought with a price; therqcore gloriﬁ/ God in your body
and in your spirit, which are God's. o . i
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TIRE GOSPEL JWN

FOR THE PRODIGAL S0i PUENFINBEN
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (151-32)

The Lord spoke this pava’o le: “There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that faUs tome.” And he divided his
liv'mg between them. Not many days later; the younger son gatheved all he had and took his
Journey into a fav country, and there he squandered his property in loose [iving. And when
he had spent everything, a great fam'me arose in that country, and he began to be in want.
So he went and jo'med himsey‘to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his
ﬁelds to feed swine. And hewould g[ad[y have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one
gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my fathev’s hired
servants have bread enough and to spare, but 1 perish here with hunger.’ 1will arise and go
to my father, and Twill say to him, “Father, 1 have sinned against heaven and ’oefove you, |
amno longer wortlay to be called your son; treat me as one of your hived servants.” And he
arose and came to his father. But while hewas yetata distance, his father saw him and had
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father,
1 have sinned against heaven and befove you; | amno [onger wovthy to be called your son.”
But the fa’cher said to his servants, ‘Bring quick[y the best robe, and put it on him; and put
aringon his hand, and shoes on his fee’c; and bv'mg the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat
and make merry; fov this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’
And they ’oegan to make merry. Now his elder son was in the ﬁe[d; and as he came and
drew near to the house, he heard music and danc'mg. And he called one of the servants and
asked what this meant. And he said to him, Your brother has come, and your fathev has
killed the fatted ca[f, because he has received him safe and sound.” But he was angry and
Vefused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Lo,
these many years | have served you, and 1 never disobeyed your command; yet you never
gave me a kid that 1 might make merry with my ﬁfiends. But when this son of yours came,
who has devoured your [iv'mg with harlots, you killed fov him the fatted calf " And he said
to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was ﬁ’cting to make
merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”



THE GOSPEL

FOR THE PRODIGAL SON
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After the Gospel, please turn to page 104 in the Red Service Book to follow the Divine Liturgy of St. John



THE SYNAXARION

On February 20 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we
commemorate our father among the saints Leo, bishop of

Catania in Sicily; Venerable Vissarion the Great of Egypt; and

Agathon, pope of Rome.

In the parable our Savior tells, Jesus illustrates three
things: the condition of the sinner, the canon of repentance
and the knowledge of God’s compassion. For in the person
of the prodigal son, we view the wretched condition that sin

creates for us, distant from God and His Sacraments. However,

we become aware of ourselves and awaken, hastening with hope to return to Him through

repentance. Our Savior wants to call back to His mansions all those who have been overtaken
by despair, lacking hope of forgiveness for their grave sins. The Father encourages all of his lost
children to remove the desperation from their hearts, and revive their energies for virtuous deeds.

Through Thine ineffable love for mankind, O Christ our God, have mercy upon us. Amen




TODAY €PISTLE READER
February 20, 2022 English: Jackson King

») (i@
Arabic: Afram Mirza

HOLY BREAD OFFERING

TODAY |-Osama and Nadia Jahjah
February 20 For the good health of their family especially Angel & Lubna Atala, on their wedding anniversary
-Wajdy Fahel
For the good health of his family
February 27 | -Sunday Schoal Staff
For the good health of their students and staff celebrating birthdays in February
-Zena Rardawil-Farah
For the good health of Paula and Rima Bardawil, on occasion of their birthdays, and in memary
of +Emile and +Marie Farah
March 06 -Jackie Barakat-Wanna
For the good health of their family
March I3 - OPEN
March 20 -Baseel and Abeer Farah
For the good health of their family
COFFE€ HOUKR SPONSOR
TODAY |-Wajdy Fahel
February 20 For the good health of his family
February 27 |- OPEN
March 0B -Jackie Barakat-Wanna
For the good health of their family
March I3 - OPEN
March 20 -Baseel and Abeer Farah

For the good health of their family

The Holy Bread and Coffee Hour are ministries of the Antiochian Women. Please see the coordinator of these ministries, Mrs.

Salma Zacur, to inquire on scheduling and requirements.




A

ALTAR VIGIL CANDLE
The Candle remains lit for an entire month on the Holy Altar. There is no fee required to offer
the Altar Vigil Candle. The offering is by donation only. Please see schedule below (in order of
submission by manth).

February

Mouna Dahlan & Family
George & Widaa Khoury & Family
In loving memory of +Ibrahim Khoury
Tony Zammar & Family
For the good health of their family
Charles and Diana 0'Brien
For Michelle, Louis, and Luke Hatem on ocassion of their birthdays

March

Mouna Dahlan & Family

April

Mouna Dahlan & Family

June

Mouna Dahlan & Family

PRAYER LIST

Prayer List of the Living Prayer List of the +Departed

Osama, Nadia, Aaron, Farid, and Jorgina Jahjah; +Douglas Peel

Angel and Lubna Atalla; Wajdy Fahel & family; | +Ibrahim Khoury

Ibrahim Ghanim; Remah Khouriyeh; The Entire Sayfie | +Archdeacon David Nimer
Family; Mouna and Laura Dahlan, Wadih Mabardi, | +Emile Farah

Aregash Gebriel, Susan Panayotti Elias, George and | +Dr. Eugene Sayfie
Charme Elias, Virginia Elias, Gwynn Elias, Dr. Richard | +Dr. Maurice Bardawil

Elias, Dr. Lewis and Deanna Elias, Julian Kazal, Jean
Joseph, Elias Dababneh, Martha Alfonso, Tala Ayyad,
Kiwan Khoury; Najat Zacur, Marwan Farah, Yolanda
Warwar-Feanny, Salam Al-Issa, Rita Zaidan.

+Michael Dahlan
+Michel Husson
+Samira Abou Rjaily
+Jorge Diab Zacur
+Kareem Zakharia
+Asmerom Beyene
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CALENDAR:

Joday: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 am.
Divine liturgy 10:30 a.m.
sSunday School After Communion

Wed. Feb. 23-Thur. 4 DOMSE Clergy Retreat (K. Joseph Out-of-town)

Fi. Feb. 25-Sat. 26 DOMSE WINTER RETREAT (LAITY)

Sat., Feb. 26 ~ NO Great Vespers (K. JOSEPH OUT-OF-TOWN)

Save the Date!
Order of St. Ignatius Golf Outing March 04", 2022
Beginning of Great Lent (Clean Monday) March 7%, 2022

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE OF NORTH AMERICA

Department of Camping Ministry

CAMPING@ANTIOCHLIAN ORG

. H..‘E-c. .J,,:_:-,rz-v_
2022 St. lgnatius Financial Assistance for Camps

As our Camp Directors are quite busy preparing for this summer and for the many blessings that our camp ministry brings to
our young people, summer camp would not be possible without the generosity from the National Board of the Order of St.
gnatius, which generously provides financial assistance to each parish to assist families to send their children to camp.
Like every year, our parish has received $700 in assistance from the National Board of the Order, which may be divided up to
no more than 7 campers from our parish and can be applied to any of our recognized camps (Camp St. Thekla or Antiochian
Village). If you are interested in receiving this aid, PLEASE CONTACT FR. JOSEPH.
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OUR JOURNEY TO PASCHA! 2022

Created by Fr. Jonathan Bannon (ACROD)

SUNDAYS

THEMES / GOSPEL READING

HOW TO PARTICIPATE:

Normal Fast Week
FEBRUARY 20th

Meatfare

FEBRUARY 27th

FAREWELL TO MEAT TODAY

Cheesefare

MARCH 6th

FAREWELL TO CHEESE TODAY

1st Sunday of Lent

MARCH 13th

2nd Sunday of Lent

MARCH 20th

3rd Sunday of Lent

MARCH 27th

4th Sunday of Lent

APRIL 3rd

5th Sunday of Lent

APRIL 10th

FLOWERY (PALM) SUNDAY!
APRIL 17th

GREAT WEEK BEGINS

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY
APRIL 22nd

FEAST OF FEASTS
APRIL 24th

NO FASTING!

Schedule a Confession. Every morning
say, ‘Today | will be humble.”
Use up/freeze meats this week.

The Prodigal Son Returns!
Epistle: 1 Corinthians é: 12-20
Gospel: Luke 15: 11-32

Pray facing East this week.
Christ is returning from the East and
we wait for Him!

Use up/freeze dairy this week.

The Last Judgement
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 8: 8-9:2
Gospel: Matthew 25: 31-46

Adam and Eve are cast from Paradise!

FORGIVENESS SUNDAY Jik el W
Episﬂe: Romans 13: 11-14:4 Forglveness euch evening ﬂ"lis

Matthew 6:14-21 week before bed.

GREAT LENT BEGINS WITH FORGIVENESS YESPERS

SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY
Epistle: Hebrews 11:24-26, 32-12:2
Gospel: John 1:43-51

Bring an icon to church
for a procession.

Bring a prayer rope to be
blessed today!
Use it and pray the Jesus Prayer
each day this week.

ST GREGORY PALAMAS

Epistle: Hebrews 1:10-2:3
Gospel: Mark 2:1-12

VENERATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
HALF WAY TO PASCHAI Wear your cross to church and
Epistle: Hebrews 4: 14-5:6 kiss the cross

Gospei: Motk B 34721 each morning with a bowl

ST JOHN of the LADDER
Epistle: Hebrews 6:13-20
Gospel: Mark 9: 17-31

Every time you climb stairs this week
ask St. John to help you reach
Paradise with the sign of the cross!

ST MARY of EGYPT

Epistle: Hebrews 9: 11-14
Mark 10: 32-45

Ask the Theotokos to offer you
and the world pure thoughts
and ideas this week.

GREAT AND HO

ENTRY OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM
Epistle: Philippians 4: 4-9
Gospel:

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY
JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS

CHECK WITH YOUR PARISH FOR

ROYAL HOURS AND VESPERS SCHEDULE

Place your palm branches
and pussywillows behind
John 12- 118 an icon at home
and in your carl

Refrain from TV, Internet &
Phones to honor Christ’s Death.

BRIGHT WEEK Greet everyone with

HOLY PASCHAI (CHRIST IS RISEN!) ~ “CHRISTIS RISENI®

: & say it before
Epistle: Acts 1:1-8 Gospel: Jan 1:1-17 good morning and goadnightl

12



GREAT LENT 2022 SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Monday March 07 Great Compline Service (6 psdl 83L2) | 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday March 09 | Presanctified Liturgy (ol L ©lwid) [ 6:00 p.m.
Friday March 11 1st Akathist (bl 83k0) | 6:00 p.m.
Saturday March 12 Great Vespers (s, 830) | 5:00 p.m.
SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY (Sunday March 13)
Monday March 14 Great Compline Service (X o511 832) | 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday March 16 | Presanctified Liturgy (Lol 3Ll olid) [ 6:00 p.m.
Friday March 16 2nd Akathist (ol 83L0) [ 6:00 p.m.
Saturday March 19 Great Vespers (w9, 8e) [ 5:00 p.m.
SUNDAY OF ST. GREGORY OF PALAMAS (Sunday March 20)
Monday March 2.1 Great Compline Service (65 ps 832) | 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday March 23 | Presanctified Liturgy (o Bl olwid) [ 6:00 p.m.
Thursday March 24 Great Vespers for Annunciation (w9, 8e) [ 6:00 p.m.
Friday March 25 Feast of Annunciation & Akathist (bl 8o 8yLid) ws) | 6:00 p.m.
Saturday April 26 Great Vespers (w9, 8e) [ 5:00 p.m.
SUNDAY OF THE HOLY CR0OSS (Sunday March 27)
Monday March 26 Great Compline Service (65 a1 832) | 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday March 30 | Presanctified Liturgy (lesoudl 3L oLid) [ 6:00 p.m.
Friday April 01 4th Akathist (ol 80) [ 6:00 p.m.
Saturday April 02 Great Vespers (w9, 8e) [ 5:00 p.m.
SUNDAY OF ST. JOHN CLIMACUS (Sunday April 03)
Monday April 04 Great Compline Service (6891 o531 835) | 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday April 06 | Little Compline (sy2all poidl o) [ 6:00 p.m.
Thursday April 07 Presanctified Liturgy (ledoudl 3L oLid) [ 6:00 p.m.
Friday April 08 Great Akathist (a1 okl 830) | 6:00 p.m.
Saturday April 09 Great Vespers (w9, 8e) [ 5:00 p.m.
SUNDAY OF ST. MARY OF EGYPT (Sunday April 10)
Monday April 11 Great Compline Service (s o511 832) | 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday April 15 | Presanctified Liturgy (Lo ud 3l olwid) [ 6:00 p.m.
Friday April 15 Canon of St. Lazarus (3 o558) | 6:00 p.m.
Saturday April 16 Lazarus Saturday Liturgy (1w esz) | 10:00 a.m.
Great Vespers (w9, 8e) [ 5:00 p.m.
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Saint Gwﬁ?@ Cathedral
Antiochian Women

~ A
MOV

B\ OUNTAINS

Matthew 17.20

JOIN US IN PRAYER

EVERY SUNDAY EVENING AT 9:00 P.M. (INDF]PENDENTLY) BE ON THE
WITH THE LI  |("|‘0 OUR PRAYER CIRCLE!

“I'érmt’i Ave, Cora:I a |
StGMiami.org | 305.444
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Saint George Cathedral

7
amazon

You shop. Amazon gives.
When you shop at smile.amazon.com,
Amazon donates 0.5% of your eligible purchases - at no cost to you.

Now you can donate to Saint George Cathedral while you do your daily Amazon
shopping.

Scan the QR Code, log in and select “Saint George Cathedral, Coral Gables, FL"
as your donation recipient.

E&.ﬁﬁl

320 Palermo Ave | 305.444.6541 | Office@StGMiami.org
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) SAINT GEORGE CATHEDRAL
THE ORDER OF SAINT IGNATIUS PRESENTS

2nd Annual
Golf Outing

FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 2022
INTERNATIONAL LINKS MELREESE COUNTRY CLUB

12:00PM REGISTRATION, 1:00PM START
Must Be Early to the Shotgun Start

$175/GOLFER OR $600/FOURSOME

Due with Reservation | Includes Golf Cart, Greens Fees, Practice
Tee, Swag Bag, Refreshments, Boxed Lunch and Dinner
Dinner Only Tickets Available - $50

DINNER &§ AWARD CEREMONY TO FOLLOW

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT
THE DR. ERNEST SAYFIE CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND
& DR. EUGENE SAYFIE EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

For More Information and Reservations: 305-444-6541 or TheOrder@StGMiami.org
International Links Melreese Country Club: 1802 NW 37th Ave, Miami, FL 33125
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Qbaint ~George Antiochian
Orthodes Guthedral

The Ovder of Saint Ignatius of Antioch

2"4 Annual Golf Outing

Al Proceeds will benefit the Or. Ernest Soyfie Camp Scholorship Fund &
Dr. Eugene Sayfie Educationsl Scholarship Fund

March 4% 2022 | Melreese/Ini’l Links Country Club
REGISTRATION | 11:00am

SHOTGUN START | 12:00pm

Dinner & Awards to Follow

Sponsorship Levels

CORPORATE SPONSOR - $2,500
= Includes ree registration lor 4 gellers
= EXCLUSIE advertising at & single hobe of your choice
= “Longest Drive” - hole prize sponsorship
= Corporale specially plague
= Listing a5 & major sponsor on literature
= Acknowledgments will be given throughout the day

PLATINUM SPONSOR - 51,000 (51,500 Includes one foursome)
= “Clazest 1o the Pin® - hole prize sponsorship
= Platinum Spedalty Plague
= Hole [Tes) Spordor Sigrs on 6 holes
= Acknowledgments will be given throughout the event

GOLD SPONSOR- 5500 (51,000 Includes one foursome)
= Gold Specialty Plague
= Hole [Tes) Sporsar Sigrs on 3 boles

SILVER SPONSOR - 5300 (5800 Includes one foursome)
= Silver Specialty Plague
= Hole (Tee] Sporsar Sign
= Includes Cathedral Bullatin

DRINK CART SPONSOR — 5500 (%1,000 Includes one foursome)
= Holde [Tee) Sporsar Sign
= Includes Cathedral Bulletin name insert
= Apprecialion Plagque
= Hode [Tee) Spordar Sagn

BONED LUMCH SPONSOR = 5500 (51,000 Includes one foursome)
= Holde [Tee) Sporsor Signs on 3 holes
= Includes Cathadral Bullatin narme insert
= Apprecialion Plaque

SWAG BAG SPONSOR (100 items) - 5250
= Includes Cathedral Bulletin name insert
= Appreciation Plaque

FOURSOME SE00
SINGLE GOLFER 5175

50/50 RAFELE TICKETS — 1 for $5 OR 5 for 320

Hole (Tee) Sponsor Sign(s) - 5100 each
- O (1) Lese gign with cormpany loge displayed

4 All Sponsorship Levels have the option of adding a foursome for S500
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SPONSOR INFORMATION
Company
MName
Address
City, State, Zip
| )
Phone Email Address

SPONSORSHIP SELECTIONS

(Check all that apply)
(O Corporate Sponsor ) Platinum (QGold ) Silver
O Drink Cart O Boxed Lunch O Swag Bag

QO single Player O Foursome (O Hole Sponsor

PAYMENT METHODS

O Check (make payable to Saint George Cathedral)

O Visa

O Mastercard

Cardholder’s Name Exp. Date Secunty Code
Card Number Zip Code
Cardholder’'s Signature

Please Complete Form and Mail or Fax to:
320 Palermo Avenue
Coral Gahles, Florida
33134-6608
Phone (305) 444-6541 Fax (305) 445-6530

Office@StGMiami.omg

For more information visit us at

www. StGMiami.org

Your contribution is Tax Deductible Under Section 170 (c) (2)
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THE DUTIES OF CHURCH MEMBERS

TO THE CHURCH

Editor's note: The follows wing is from a booklet published by our Archdiocese in 1956. Some of the references are
admittedly r.'.'r:r.'.l;m'r dated because they reffect ‘F‘: drcumstances of the 1950% in America. We print it -‘Mc Because
showws that the vision of our Church bierarchy for church member: f:r_,. and leadership bas remained consistent. In ‘ar
st we iy ittted doctments 9__."-.'&'}_ R(rfﬂm'f ij:“:.l'n.u.l!_g the same Orthodox -i-u_"c':r_'_.."i.' the Church on these American
shares. This tins .-:_;{rr.'u' deciirmen! r_t_,ﬁ':).w the r_-_.i'.-‘T.'L', and I belfieve .".J_lrl,hﬁ.', 'J__."_,-ch."! ofdﬂ'.".r.r_' ANTONY (Bashir).

PART 5: DRAW OTHERS TO THE CHURCH

Your friends need the Church, and your parish needs your friends. In all probability you have friends who do not
belong to any church. There is a real opportunity for you to do missionary work by bringing these people into Orthodoxy.
How many Orthodox Christians are there who have never invited a non-Orthodox friend to visit their parish church for
services? And yet the Orthodox Church of Christ offers what millions are searching for. It is fundamentally designed
out of ancient experience to express and meet the needs of men in the fullest sense, to conserve the great values of
the past and to be open to the demands of present and future. It reinforces its members where they need strength and
security, and in doing so sets them free to serve. It lifts them up always to God and keeps before them “the first and
great commandment” to love God emotionally with the whole heart, actively with all strength, and intelligently with
the mind. In Orthodoxy we possess a great treasure, and it is our duty to learn about our Faith so that we can readily
explain it, and what it means to us, and why others ought to share in it.

And you can appeal to the unchurched Christians about you with an effectiveness which no one else can have.
The priest’s words they discount because it is his professional duty to speak them. Here, then, is an open door of service
for you. You need not be able to quote long passages of Scripture, or argue the fine points of theology, or preach a kind
of sermon. s it so difficult to invite a neighbor to attend church with you?

Christ’s last command to the Apostles places upon His Church and its members the obligation to make converts.
Of course every member of Christ should strive to grow in grace and to develop his personal spiritual life. But growth
in grace is greatly a matter of wanting to share with others. Belief in Christ means ever so much more than assent to
the Creed. Right belief (Orthodoxy) means the joyful will to make Christ and His Church known to our neighbors. The
chief chaplain at one of the Naval Training Schools during the last War interviewed a large share of eighty thousand
young Americans, and found that one of the principal criticisms these young men leveled at the Church was that of its
amazing muteness. They said if one of their fellows found a good brand of cigars or a good entertainment he did not
keep the discovery a secret. They thought that what we like to call our “reverent reticence” was really our lack of faith in
our own religion. If God is real and kind and near and helpful, if He can make weak men strong and lonely hearts glad
and defeated lives victorious, how can we keep quiet about it? Jesus still says, “Come ye after me, and | will make you
to become fishers of men”

Young people who are dating or are engaged to marry someone who is non-Orthodox, are in an excellent position
to bring in new members to the church. It is not too much to believe that if someone is interested enough in you as a
person to fall in love with you, he or she must also be interested in your religious background, because it is one of the
things that makes you what you are. You must be able to present your faith to your possible life partner in such a way as
to set forth your ideals. Invite him or her to attend church with you and join you in your family devotions. Let your future
marriage partner know that you love your church and that you will not be deprived of the comfort of its sacramental life.In
this way only is that mutual understanding possible on which a happy, successful and durable marriage can be founded.

(Article to be continued next week!) T H E \K# O R D




Contact liformation

Office Hours: Monday 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Address: 320 Palermo Ave., Coral Gables, FL 33134
Phone: (305)444-6541 Fax: (305)445-6530
Office Email: Office@stgmami.org
Dean’s Email: F}joseph@stgmiami.org
Webmaster: Webmaster@stgmiami.org
Website: www.Stgmiami.org
For Pastoral Emergencies, p[ease call or text:
Fr. Joseph Hector Abouid at (708)415-7050
Follow us on Social Media:
Like us on Facebook: wwwfacebook.com/ stgmiami
Follow us on Instagram: @StGMiami

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel!




