
  The Orthodox Christian FaithThe Orthodox Christian Faith proclaims the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the teachings of the Apostles, 
and the tradition and life of the living Church worldwide through worship, communion, witness, and 
service. We are one community of many in the One, Holy, Catholic (Universal)One, Holy, Catholic (Universal), and Apostolic Church Apostolic Church 
that has maintained throughout the ages a continuity of faith and love with the apostolic community 
which was founded in God the FatherFather through Jesus Christ Jesus Christ and sustained by the Holy SpiritHoly Spirit. We believe 
that Orthodoxy has preserved and taught the historic Christian Faith, free from error and distortion, 
from the time of the Apostles. Visitor(s)Visitor(s), please feel at home in prayer and worship. Only those who 
have prepared themselves may approach the Chalice for Holy Communion. Everyone else is welcome to 
partake of the Blessed Holy Bread after the Divine Liturgy. 
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Changes in the Divine LiturgyChanges in the Divine Liturgy اس  اس تغييرات في القدَّ تغييرات في القدَّ
Divine Liturgy of St. John ChrysostomDivine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

At the beginning of the Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m.,  please turn to page 92 in the Red  
Service Book to follow along with the Divine Liturgy. Likewise, please follow along the in-
serts in this Weekly Bulletin for the changes in today’s Divine Liturgy (SEE BELOW       ).

~ During the Little Entrance ~~ During the Little Entrance ~
Resurrectional Apolytikion (Tone One)Resurrectional Apolytikion (Tone One)

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most 
pure body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. 
For which cause the heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory 
to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O 
Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind.

ــوْمِ  إنَ الحَجَــرَ لمَّــا خُتِــمَ مِــنَ اليهَــودِ، وجَسَــدَكَ الطَّاهِــرَ حُفِــظَ مِــنَ الجُنْــدِ، قمُْــتَ في اليَ
ــاوات، هَتفَُــوا إليــكَ يــا  ــمَ الحَيــاة. لذِلِــكَ قُــوَّاتُ السَّ ــصُ، مانحِــاً العالَ الثَّالِــثِ أيُّهــا المخَُلِّ
واهِــبَ الحَيــاة: المجَْــدُ لقِِيامَتِــكَ أيُّهــا المسَــيح، المجَْــدُ لمُِلـْـكِكَ، المجَْــدُ لتِدَْبــركَِ، يــا مُحِــبَّ 

ــرَِ وَحْــدَك. البَ
The Entrance Hymn (Tone Two)The Entrance Hymn (Tone Two)

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and Our God. Save Save 
us, O Son of God, us, O Son of God, who art risen from the deadwho art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

هَلمُّــوا لنَِسْــجُدْ ونرَْكَــعْ للِمَْســيحِ، مَلكِِنــا وإلهِنــا. خَلِّصْنــا يــا ابْــنَ اللــه، الله، يا مَن قــامَ مِن 
بَــنِْ الأمــوات، لِنُتَِّــلَ لَــكَ. هَللِوييا.

Sunday, January 31, 2021Sunday, January 31, 2021 الأحد الأحد 3131 كانون الثَّاني  كانون الثَّاني ٢٠٢1٢٠٢1  
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~ After the Little Entrance ~~ After the Little Entrance ~

Resurrectional Apolytikion (Tone One)Resurrectional Apolytikion (Tone One)
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most 
pure body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. 
For which cause the heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory 
to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O 
Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind.

ــوْمِ  إنَ الحَجَــرَ لمَّــا خُتِــمَ مِــنَ اليهَــودِ، وجَسَــدَكَ الطَّاهِــرَ حُفِــظَ مِــنَ الجُنْــدِ، قمُْــتَ في اليَ
ــاوات، هَتفَُــوا إليــكَ يــا  ــمَ الحَيــاة. لذِلِــكَ قُــوَّاتُ السَّ ــصُ، مانحِــاً العالَ الثَّالِــثِ أيُّهــا المخَُلِّ
واهِــبَ الحَيــاة: المجَْــدُ لقِِيامَتِــكَ أيُّهــا المسَــيح، المجَْــدُ لمُِلـْـكِكَ، المجَْــدُ لتِدَْبــركَِ، يــا مُحِــبَّ 

ــرَِ وَحْــدَك. البَ
Apolytikion for Ss. Cyrus and John (Tone Five)Apolytikion for Ss. Cyrus and John (Tone Five)

Since Thou hast given us the miracles of Thy holy Martyrs, Cyrus and John, as 
an invincible battlement, by their entreaties scatter the counsels of the heathen, 
O Christ our God, and strengthen the faith of Orthodox Christians, since Thou 
alone art good and the Lover of mankind.

ــهِيدَينْ، ســوراً مَنيعــاً أيُّهــا المسَــيحُ الإلــه. فبَِتضََُّعاتهِِــا  ســيكَ الشَّ لقََــدْ مَنَحْتنَــا عَجائـِـبَ قِدِّ
أبَطِْــلْ مَشــوراتِ الأمَــم، وثبَِّــتْ أرْكانَ الإيمــانِ، بِــا أنَّــكَ وَحْــدَكَ صالـِـحٌ ومُحِــبٌّ للِبَْــرَ.

Changes in the Divine LiturgyChanges in the Divine Liturgy اس   استغييرات في القدَّ تغييرات في القدَّ

Apolytikion of Saint George (Tone Four)Apolytikion of Saint George (Tone Four)
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor 
and needy, a healing physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O 
great among Martyrs, the victory-clad George; intercede with Christ God for the 
salvation of our souls.

بــا أنَّــكَ للمأسُــورينَ مُحَــررٌ ومُعتِــقٌ، وللفُقَــراءِ والمسََــاكيِن عاضِــدٌ ونـَـاصٌِ وللمَــرضَ طبيبٌ 
وشَــافٍ وعــنِ المؤمِنــيَن مُكافِــحٌ ومُحَــاربٌِ أيهــا العظيــمُ في الشُــهداءِ جاورجيــوسُ اللآبِــسُ 

ع إلى المســيحِ الإلــهِ في خَــاصِ نفُُوسِــنا. الظفََــر تشََــفَّ

Kontakion of the Presentation of Christ (Tone One)Kontakion of the Presentation of Christ (Tone One)
Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as 
is meet, didst bless Simeon’s arms, and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy 
fold in wars, and confirm them whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the 
Lover of mankind.

سَ المُْسْــتوَْدعََ البَتــولِِّ، وبــاركََ يَــدَيْ سِــمْعانَ كَــا لاقَ، وأدْرَكَنــا الآنَ   يــا مَــنْ بَِوْلِــدِهِ قَــدَّ
ــكَ  ــا أنَّ ــمْ، بِ ــنَ أحْبَبْتهَُ ــوكَ الذي ــدِ الملُ ــروبِ، وأيِّ ــكَ بِسَــامٍ في الحُ ــظْ رَعِيَّتَ ــا؛ إحْفَ و خَلَّصَن

ــرَ. وَحْــدَكَ مُحِــبٌّ للِبَْ
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The Lord will give strength to His people.
Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God; ascribe to the Lord honor and glory.
The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy. (4:9-15)The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy. (4:9-15)
Timothy, my son, the saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance. For to this end we 
toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living God, Who is the Savior of 
all men, especially of those who believe. Command and teach these things. Let no 
one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech and conduct, 
in love, in faith, in purity. Until I come, attend to the public reading of scripture, 
to preaching, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you 
by prophetic utterance when the council of elders laid their hands upon you. 
Practice these duties; devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress.

ةً لشَعْبِهِ. الرَّبُّ يعُْطي قوَُّ
موا للِرَّبِّ مَجْداً وكَرامَةً موا للِرَّبِّ يا أبَنْاءَ الله، قدَِّ قدَِّ

فصلٌ من رسالةِ القديسِ بولسَ الرسولِ الأولى إلى تيموثاوس.

ــبُ  ــذا نتَعَْ ــا لهَِ ــولٍ فإَنَّ ــكُلِّ قبَ ــرةٌَ بِ ــةُ وجَدي ــيَ الكَلِمَ ــةٌ هِ ــاوُس، صادِقَ ــدي تيموث ــا وَلَ ي

ُ، لأنَّــا ألَقَْيْنــا رجَاءَنــا عــى اللــهِ الحَــيِّ الــذي هُــوَ مُخَلِّــصُ النــاسِ أجَْمَعــيَن، ولا سِــيَّا  ونعَُــرَّ

ــالاً للِمُْؤْمِنــيَن في  ــنْ مِث ــلْ كُ ــكَ، بَ تِ ــدٌ بِفُتوَُّ ــتهَِنْ أحََ ــهِ لا يسَْ ــمْ بِ ــذا وعَلِّ ــوَصِّ بِهَ المؤُْمِنــين فَ

ــراءَةِ إلى حــيِن قدُومــي،  ــبْ عــى القِ ــةِ والإيمــانِ والعَفــاف. واظِ ــرَُّفِ والمحََبَّ ــكَامِ والتَ ال

ــعِ  ةٍ، بِوَضْ ــوَّ ــا بِنُبُ ــي أوُتيِتهَ ــكَ، الت ــي في ــةَ الت ــلِ الموَْهَبَ ــمِ، ولا تهُْمِ ــظِ والتَّعْلي ــى الوَعْ وعَ

ءٍ. ــراً في كُلِّ شَْ ــكَ ظاهِ مُ ــونَ تقََدُّ ــاً ليِكَ ــهِ عاكِف ــنْ عَليَْ ــكَ وكُ ــلْ في ذلِ ــةِ* تأَمََّ ــدي الكَهَنَ أيَْ

The EpistleThe Epistle الرِّسالةالرِّسالة
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ءٍ. ــراً في كُلِّ شَْ ــكَ ظاهِ مُ ــونَ تقََدُّ ــاً ليِكَ ــهِ عاكِف ــنْ عَليَْ ــكَ وكُ ــلْ في ذلِ ــةِ* تأَمََّ ــدي الكَهَنَ أيَْ

The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (19:1-10)The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (19:1-10)
At that time, Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. And there was a 
man named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector, and rich. And he sought to 
see Who Jesus was, but could not, on account of the crowd, because he was small 
of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Jesus, 
for He was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up 
and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down; for I must stay at your 
house today.” So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully. And 
when they saw it they all murmured, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man 
who is a sinner.” And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the 
half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, 
I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this 
house, since he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of man came to seek and to 
save the lost.”

The Gospel The Gospel 
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فَصْلٌ شَيفٌ مِنْ بِشارَةِ القِدّيسِ لوقا الإنجْيلِِّ البَشيرِ والتلمْيذِ الطاهِر

ــمُهُ زَكَّا كانَ رئَيســاً عــى  ــلٍ اسْ ــازٌ في أريحــا، إذا بِرجَُ ــوعُ مُجْت ــا يسَ ــانِ، في ــكَ الزم في ذل

ــارينَ، وكانَ غَنِيّــاً وكانَ يلَتْمَِــسُ أنْ يـَـرى يســوعَ مــنْ هُــوَ، فلََــمْ يكُــنْ يسَْــتطَيعُ مِــنَ  العَشَّ

ــهُ كانَ  ــرهَُ، لأنَّ ــزةٍَ ليَِنْظُ ي ــدَ إلى جُمَّ ــاً، وصَعِ مَ مُسْع ــدَّ ــة فتَقََ ــرَ القامَ ــهُ كانَ قصَ ــعِ لأنَّ الجَمْ

مُزمِعــاً أنْ يجَْتــازَ بهــا فلـَـاّ انتْهَــى يســوعُ إلى الموَْضِــعِ، رفَـَـعَ طرَفْـَـهُ فـَـرآَهُ، فقَــالَ لــهُ: يــا زكَّا 

عَ ونـَـزلََ وقبَِلـَـهُ فرحِــاً* فلَــاَّ رأى  عِ انـْـزلِْ، فاليـَـومَ ينَْبَغــي ل أنْ أمْكُــثَ في بيَْتِــكَ فـَـأسََْ أسَِْ

ــروا قائلــيَن: إنَّــهُ دَخَــلَ ليَِحُــلَّ عِنْــدَ رجَُــلٍ خاطِــئٍ.« فوََقَــفَ زكَّا وقــالَ  الجَميــعُ ذلِــكَ تذََمَّ

ــتُ أحََــداً  ــدْ غَبَنْ ــتُ قَ ــوال. وإنْ كُنْ ، أعُْطــي المسَــاكيَن نصِْــفَ أمَْ ــذا، يــا ربُّ ليَِســوع: هاءَنَ

ــتِ  ــذا البَيْ ــدْ حَصَــلَ الخَــاصُ لهَِ ــوْمَ قَ ــهُ يسَــوعُ: اليَ ــالَ ل ــةَ أضَْعــافٍ فقَ ءٍ، أرَدُُّ أرَْبعََ في شَْ

ــكَ. ــدْ هَلَ ــصَ مــا قَ ــبَ ويخَُلِّ ــا أتَى ليَِطلُْ ــرَِ إنَّ ــنَ البَ ــنُ إبرْاهيــم لأنَّ ابْ ــهُ هُــوَ أيضْــاً ابْ لأنَّ

الِإنْجِيلالِإنْجِيل



9

The SynaxarionThe Synaxarion

 On January 31 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we 
commemorate the holy and wonderworking Unmercenaries holy and wonderworking Unmercenaries 
Cyrus and John, and the holy Martyr Athanasia and her Cyrus and John, and the holy Martyr Athanasia and her 
three daughters, the virgins Theodota, Theoktiste, and three daughters, the virgins Theodota, Theoktiste, and 
Eudoxia of EgyptEudoxia of Egypt.
 As a physician, Cyrus healed people by the power of Christ 
and by his knowledge of medicine. Learning that sickness 
mostly befalls man because of sin, Cyrus always directed the 
sick to purify their souls through repentance and prayer, 
and thereby restore health to the body. Cyrus withdrew to 

Arabia where he received the monastic tonsure. Hearing about Cyrus, John—then a 
Roman officer in Edessa—came to Arabia to live a life of asceticism with him. At that 
time, a Christian woman named Athanasia and her three daughters were tortured in 
the town of Canopus. Hearing of this, Cyrus and John came to Canopus to encourage 
the family not to abandon the Faith. Thanks to the counsel of these saints, Athanasia 
endured with her daughters Theoktiste (age 15), Theodota (age 13) and Eudoxia (age 11) 
and were martyred for Christ. The tormentors then captured Cyrus and John, who, after 
imprisonment and torture, were beheaded in 311. These saints are invoked for assistance 
during the Blessing of Water, in the Sacrament of Holy Unction and especially by those 
suffering from insomnia.
 On this day, we also commemorate the New-martyr Elias in the Peloponnesus; and the New-martyr Elias in the Peloponnesus; and 
Nikita of the Kiev Caves, bishop of NovgorodNikita of the Kiev Caves, bishop of Novgorod. By their holy intercessions, O God, have 
mercy upon us and save us. Amen.

فَصْلٌ شَيفٌ مِنْ بِشارَةِ القِدّيسِ لوقا الإنجْيلِِّ البَشيرِ والتلمْيذِ الطاهِر

ــمُهُ زَكَّا كانَ رئَيســاً عــى  ــلٍ اسْ ــازٌ في أريحــا، إذا بِرجَُ ــوعُ مُجْت ــا يسَ ــانِ، في ــكَ الزم في ذل

ــارينَ، وكانَ غَنِيّــاً وكانَ يلَتْمَِــسُ أنْ يـَـرى يســوعَ مــنْ هُــوَ، فلََــمْ يكُــنْ يسَْــتطَيعُ مِــنَ  العَشَّ

ــهُ كانَ  ــرهَُ، لأنَّ ــزةٍَ ليَِنْظُ ي ــدَ إلى جُمَّ ــاً، وصَعِ مَ مُسْع ــدَّ ــة فتَقََ ــرَ القامَ ــهُ كانَ قصَ ــعِ لأنَّ الجَمْ

مُزمِعــاً أنْ يجَْتــازَ بهــا فلـَـاّ انتْهَــى يســوعُ إلى الموَْضِــعِ، رفَـَـعَ طرَفْـَـهُ فـَـرآَهُ، فقَــالَ لــهُ: يــا زكَّا 

عَ ونـَـزلََ وقبَِلـَـهُ فرحِــاً* فلَــاَّ رأى  عِ انـْـزلِْ، فاليـَـومَ ينَْبَغــي ل أنْ أمْكُــثَ في بيَْتِــكَ فـَـأسََْ أسَِْ

ــروا قائلــيَن: إنَّــهُ دَخَــلَ ليَِحُــلَّ عِنْــدَ رجَُــلٍ خاطِــئٍ.« فوََقَــفَ زكَّا وقــالَ  الجَميــعُ ذلِــكَ تذََمَّ

ــتُ أحََــداً  ــدْ غَبَنْ ــتُ قَ ــوال. وإنْ كُنْ ، أعُْطــي المسَــاكيَن نصِْــفَ أمَْ ــذا، يــا ربُّ ليَِســوع: هاءَنَ

ــتِ  ــذا البَيْ ــدْ حَصَــلَ الخَــاصُ لهَِ ــوْمَ قَ ــهُ يسَــوعُ: اليَ ــالَ ل ــةَ أضَْعــافٍ فقَ ءٍ، أرَدُُّ أرَْبعََ في شَْ

ــكَ. ــدْ هَلَ ــصَ مــا قَ ــبَ ويخَُلِّ ــا أتَى ليَِطلُْ ــرَِ إنَّ ــنَ البَ ــنُ إبرْاهيــم لأنَّ ابْ ــهُ هُــوَ أيضْــاً ابْ لأنَّ

الِإنْجِيلالِإنْجِيل
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Holy Bread OfferingHoly Bread Offering
TODAY
January 31

- George and Widaa Khoury
In memory of +Ibrahim Khoury

February 07 - Monica Maria Achkar Joukeh
For the 40th-day memorial service of her father +Zakhour Salim 
Achkar and one-year memorial service of her mother +Maria 
Esposito Yara Achkar

February 14 - Shammaseh Pat Nimer & family
For the six-month memorial service of +Archdeacon David Nimer

February 21 - OPEN- OPEN

The Holy Bread and Coffee Hour are ministries of the Antiochian Women. Please see the coordinator of 
these ministries, Mrs. Salma Zacur, to inquire on scheduling and requirements.

Condolences and MemorialsCondolences and Memorials
 Saint George Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral is saddened to inform you of the passing into 
eternal life of the servant of God, +Boulos Samaan+Boulos Samaan, father of George Samaan Sr., who fell asleep 
in the Lord on Friday, January 30, 2021, in California.  The Clergy and Council of Saint George 
Cathedral offer their deepest and sincerest condolences to George, his wife Zakieh, and their 
children, George and Kim.
Feb. 07:  Feb. 07:  A 3rd/9th-day memorial service in memory of the servant of God +Boulos Samaan Boulos Samaan will be 
  offered by his son George Samaan Sr. & family.  
  And also  And also,  a forty-day memorial service in memory of the servant of God +Zakhour Salim Achkar Zakhour Salim Achkar 
    and one-year memorial service in memory of the handmaid of God +Maria Esposito Maria Esposito 
  Yara Achkar   Yara Achkar will be offered by their daughter Monica Maria Achkar Joukeh.  
Feb. 14:   Feb. 14:   A six-month memorial service in memory of the servant of God +Archdeacon David Archdeacon David 
  Nimmer   Nimmer will be offered by his wife Shammaseh Pat Nimer & family. 

TODAY
January 31, 2021

Epistle ReaderEpistle Reader
English: Andrea Abu-Akel 
Arabic: Michel Hayek

May Their Memory be Eternal!                                                                           !ًفليكن ذكرهم مؤبدا
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Altar Vigil Candle
The Candle remains lit for an entire month on the Holy Altar. There is no fee required to offer 
the Altar Vigil Candle. The offering is by donation only. Please see schedule below (in order of 
submission by month).

JanuaryJanuary Mouna Dahlan & Family
FebruaryFebruary Mouna Dahlan & Family

George and Widaa Khoury
Charles and Diana O’Brien on occasion of Michelle, Louis, and Luke’s birthday
Pat Nimer,  the Nimers, and the  Ameen Families 

In loving memory of +Archdeacon David Nimer
MarchMarch Mouna Dahlan & Family
AprilApril Mouna Dahlan & Family

Prayer List
Prayer List of the Living Prayer List of the +Departed

Bishop Demetri Khoury; Mother Tamara 
Khoury; George and Widaa Khoury & family; 
Antonio Hanna and Monica Maria Achkar 
Joukeh & family; The Entire Sayfie Family; 
George Samaan Sr.; Paula Bardawil; Mouna and 
Laura Dahlan, Wadih Mabardi, Susan Panayotti 
Elias, Aregash Gebriel, George and Charme 
Elias, Virginia Elias, Gwynn Elias, Dr. Richard 
Elias, Dr. Lewis and Deanna Elias, Julian Kazal, 
Jean Joseph, Elias Dababneh, Martha Alfonso, 
Tala Ayyad, Kiwan Khoury; Mary Bikhazi, Najat 
Zacur, Marwan Farah, Reemah Khouryieh, 
Yolanda Warwar-Feanny, Salam Al-Issa, Rita 
Zaidan, Sharon Lynne Ostrowski, & Elsa La Hoz 
de Merino.

+Rev. Dahoud Khoury
+V. Rev. Ibrahim Khoury
+Khourieh Hanneh Khoury
+V. Rev. Michel Khoury
+Ibrahim Khoury
+David Khoury
+Abed Khoury
+Osama Khoury
+Boulos Samaan
+Samira Abou Rjaily
+Archdeacon David Nimer
+Dr. Maurice Bardawil
+Ibrahim Khoury 
+Michel Husson
+Michael Dahlan
+Dr. Eugene Sayfie
+Jorge Diab Zacur
+Kareem Zakharia
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Cathedral Calendar

TodayToday::   Orthros (Matins)                             9:15 a.m.

   Divine Liturgy                     10:30 a.m.

      NO SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY           (DOMSE RETREAT)NO SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY           (DOMSE RETREAT)

Mon., Feb. 01Mon., Feb. 01  Orthros for the Presentation of the Lord          5:15 p.m.

   Divine Liturgy for the Presentation of the Lord   6:30 p.m.

   Arabic Classes - Adults (New Students)        7:00 p.m.

      Teen SOYO By Faith Discussion          8:00 p.m.

Fri., Feb. 05Fri., Feb. 05    Arabic Classes - Teens (Returning Students)     5:00 p.m. 

Sat., Feb. 06Sat., Feb. 06    Arabic Classes - Adults (Returning Students)     9:00 a.m.

   Sunday School Strawberry Picking Outing        10:30 a.m.

   Arabic Classes - Children (Returning Students)10:30 a.m.

   Arabic Classes - Teens (New Students)         4:00 p.m.

   Great Vespers                     5:00 p.m. 

Sunday School Staff Meeting                 February 10th, 2021

Antiochian Women General Meeting     February 11th, 2021

Save the Date!
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The Theophany and the Blessing of our HomesThe Theophany and the Blessing of our Homes
 On, January 6th, we celebrated the services for the Great Feast of Theophany (ــد الغطــاس  in which ,(عي
we commemorated the Baptism of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We also prayed the service of the “Great 
Sanctification of Water”, which marks the beginning of the house blessing season. Traditionally, the blessed 
waters are used to sanctify the homes of all the faithful. In bringing the blessed water to the homes, and 
sprinkling it in each room, we rid our house of any evil influence, and re-dedicate it to God in a special way. 
As we were once renewed by the waters of our own baptism into Christ, so too our home, and our entire 
lives, are re-dedicated and renewed unto Christ our God each year at this time.

*** ARCHDIOCESAN HOUSE BLESSING GUIDELINES UNDER CURRENT COVID-19 PANDEMIC ***
“When you bless homes during the Epiphany season, our recommendation is that you VISIT QUICKLY 
AND LIMIT YOUR TIME TO THE BLESSING ITSELF- NOT STAYING FOR DINNER OR COFFEE. We 
understand this is very difficult pastorally, but we should be careful not to contract the virus at one home 
and then spread it throughout the parish community. We would also recommend not doing more than one 
or two per day.” 
 Based on these recommendations and the current COVID-19 Crisis, the blessing of the homes will 
take place in the following manner: 
1. The form must be filled out and submitted.
2. A follow-up call will take place from the Church Office to confirm the appointment.
3. Fr. Joseph will contact you before arriving to your home  (at least 10 minutes prior to arrival). He will call 
you once more when he is in front of the house.
4. Fr. Joseph will enter the house wearing a mask and maintaining physical distance from the household 
members. All house doors must be open and remain open during the blessing. ALL MEMBERS OF THE 
HOUSE MUST BE WEARING A MASK. He will immediately begin the house blessing upon entry, chanting 
the Apolytikion of the Feast, visiting every room of the house. If the family members would like to be 
blessed, please remain altogether at one area of the home so that he can sprinkle you with Holy Water. In 
order to limit the time of exposure, Fr. Joseph will leave the house immediately after the blessing takes place.
 Traditionally, it has been a common practice of handing the priest an honorarium (and not 
GRATUITY) for the service rendered. This has lead to the misconception that if one cannot give the priest 
an honorarium, it is better to decline the priest’s initiative to come and bless one’s home. As mentioned 
above, it is a misconception and it should be clarified: there is no “fee” attached to the blessing of one’s 
home! It is the priest’s DUTY, and therefore he must attend to his flock’s needs -in this case, the need of 
having one’s home blessed. The official Clergy Manual of the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America 
states the following under Section II: The Duties and Responsibilities of the Clergy / D. Duties Specific to 
Pastors: #4: The pastor MUST SEE that the home of EACH PARISHIONER is visited and blessed each year 
during the days following Epiphany or other Major Feast Days where the weather conditions are permissible. 
Therefore, please, let nothing stand in between the priest and the fulfillment of his priestly duty of blessing 
your home.
 Please note that although these guidelines might seem extreme and even contrary to our pastoral 
mission, they have been put into place out of concern for the well-being of our Cathedral Family. The 
last thing Fr. Joseph would want is to realize that one of his pastoral visits brought about an exposure 
(COVID-19) to a family rather than a Blessing.
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House Blessing FormHouse Blessing Form
*** SUBMIT THIS FORM TO SCHEDULE A HOUSE BLESSING TO FR. JOSEPH AT THE END OF LITURGY ***

1. Full Name (First and Last):  __________________________________________

2. Cellphone Number:    __________________________________________

3. Home Address:     __________________________________________

4. Preferred (Tentative*) Day of Week: __________________________________________

5. Preferred Time of Day:

 6. At the time of filling out this form, do you or anyone in your household have any of the 
following symptoms (Circle any that apply)?
 
Fever or Chills Dry Cough  Shortness of Breath or Difficulty Breathing    Fatigue 

Muscle or Body Aches Headache  New Loss of Taste or Smell  Sore Throat 

Congestion or Runny Nose 

7. Have you or anyone in your household tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 14 
days (Circle the one that applies)?  
      Yes   No 

8. Are you or anyone in your household waiting for the resutls of a COVID-19 PCR Test?

      Yes   No

9. Please Sign:  _______________________________
By submitting this House Blessing Scheduling Form signed, I acknowledge the risks entailed to Fr. 
Joseph’s potential visit to bless our home during this current COVID-19 Pandemic. I willingly consent 
to his visit and waive him or Saint George Cathedral from any responsibility.     
*The exact date and time will be confirmed by the office once the form is submitted to the Church Office.

Morning 

(9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.)

Afternoon

(3:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.)

Evening 

(6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.)
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https://www.stgmiami.org/2021stewardshipcampaign
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https://www.stgmiami.org/2021stewardshipcampaign
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! كُلَّهَا بِحِكْمَةٍ  مَا أَعْظَمَ أَعْمَالَكَ ياَ رَبُّ
صَنَعْتَ. المزمور ١٠٤:٢٤

Best way to receive communion? 
 Like the birds... Opening our 
mouths wide and looking up 
 into the sky!

How manifold are thy works, O Lord! 
In wisdom thou hast made them all!

(Psalm 104:24)

(Must Cover Nose and Mouth Please! 
Thank You!)
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Office Hours:   Monday 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.Office Hours:   Monday 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
    Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.    Tuesday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Address:  320 Palermo Ave., Coral Gables, FL 33134Address:  320 Palermo Ave., Coral Gables, FL 33134
Phone:  (305)444-6541   Fax: (305)445-6530Phone:  (305)444-6541   Fax: (305)445-6530
Office Email:   Office@stgmami.orgOffice Email:   Office@stgmami.org
Dean’s Email:   Frjoseph@stgmiami.orgDean’s Email:   Frjoseph@stgmiami.org
Webmaster:   Webmaster@stgmiami.orgWebmaster:   Webmaster@stgmiami.org
Website:    www.Stgmiami.org Website:    www.Stgmiami.org 

For Pastoral Emergencies, please call or text: For Pastoral Emergencies, please call or text: 
Fr. Joseph Hector Abouid at (708)415-7050Fr. Joseph Hector Abouid at (708)415-7050

Follow us on Social Media:Follow us on Social Media:
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/stgmiamiLike us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/stgmiami

Follow us on Instagram: @StGMiami Follow us on Instagram: @StGMiami 
Subscribe to our YouTube Channel!Subscribe to our YouTube Channel!

Contact InformationContact Information

https://www.facebook.com/StGMiami/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPamFyUCcFuuLOzxrO0U3vA

