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Welcome to St. George Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral!
This Church is one community of many in the One, Holy, Universal (catholic),
and Apostolic Church. As Antiochian Orthodox, this Church belongs to two
thousand years of history and tradition, which express the continued commitment of its members to the faith in The Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
Visitors, please feel at home in prayer and worship. Please submit your names
to the Ushers and introduce yourself to Fr. Saba at the end of the service so he
may welcome you personally. Welcome! Ahlan wa sahlan!
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Celebrate the Birth of
THE LORD AND SAVIOR

JESUS CHRIST
with your
St. George Cathedral Family!
Wednesday, December 24, 2014
Royal Hours
10:00 a.m.
Orthros (Matins)
5:30 p.m.
Divine Liturgy
6:30 p.m.
Coffee Hour to follow Liturgy
His Grace Bishop ANTOUN presiding
Advent Season Fast

ﺻﺎم ﻋﯾد اﻟﻣﻼد

،ﻌد ﻗداس اﻟﻌﯾد$  ﺎﻧون اﻷول24 ﺳﺗﻣر ﺻﺎم ﻋﯾد اﻟﻣﻼد ﺣﺗﻰ ﯾوم
.ﺎن واﻟﻛﺣول ﻏﯾر ﻣﺳﻣوح ﻓﻪ ﻗطﻌﺎ$ﺄن اﻟﻠﺣوم واﻷﺟ$ ﻧود أن ﻧﻧوﻩ ﻓﻲ ﻫذة اﻟﻔﺗرة
The Advent (Christmas) Fast continues and
will conclude on Christmas Eve after Liturgy.
This fast includes abstaining from all meat, dairy, alcohol, and oil.
Fasting must always be accompanied by prayer and forgiveness, using
the wisdom of God found, first, and foremost, in the Holy Scriptures.
Helping and serving others and feeding those who are in need will give
fasting its true meaning. Without love for others, prayers are empty. 3

Changes in the Liturgy

ﺗﻐﯾﯾرات ﻓﻲ اﻟﻘداس

At the beginning of the Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m.,
please turn to page 92 in the Red Service Book
to follow along with the Liturgy.
Please use the inserts in this Weekly Bulletin
for this week’s changes in the Liturgy.

~ ~ ~
Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Two)
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal
One, then Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst
raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud
unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.

ِ . ﻻ ﻣوت7اﻟﻣوت أﯾﱡﻬﺎ اﻟﺣﺎة اﻟذ
ِ
ﺣﯾﻧﺋ ٍذ ﱠ
.اﻟﺟﺣم ِﺑَﺑ ْر ِق ﻻﻫوِﺗك
أﻣت
اﻧﺣدر َت إﻟﻰ
ﻋﻧدﻣﺎ
ْ
ُ
ْ
َ
ِ  ﺻرخ ﻧﺣوك ﺟﻣﻊ اﻟﻘو.Cﺗﺣت اﻟﺛر
ِ وﻋﻧدﻣﺎ أ َﻗﻣت اﻷﻣوات ِﻣن
ِ اﻟﺳ
اﻟﻣﺳﺢ
 أﯾﱡﻬﺎ.ﯾنDﻣﺎو
ات ﱠ
ْ َ
َْ
َ
َ َْ ََ َ
ُ
ُ
ِ
.ك
َ اﻹﻟﻪ ﻣﻌطﻲ اﻟﺣﺎة اْﻟ َﻣ ْﺟ ُد َﻟ
ُ

Entrance Hymn (Tone Two)
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!

،ﻫﻠم ﻟﻧﺳﺟد وﻧرﻊ ﻟﻠﻣﺳﺢ ﻣﻠﻛﻧﺎ واﻟﻬﻧﺎ
ُ
! ﻟﻧرﺗﻞ ﻟك ﻫﻠﻠوﺎ،ﺧﻠﺻﻧﺎ ﺎ اﺑن ﷲ ﺎ ﻣن ﻗﺎم ﻣن ﺑﯾن اﻻﻣوات

The Troparion of the Resurrection is repeated, as above,
in Tone Two, after the Entrance of the Gospel.
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Changes in the Liturgy

ﺗﻐﯾﯾرات ﻓﻲ اﻟﻘداس

Troparion of the Sunday of the Forefathers of Christ (Tone Two)
Thou hast justified by faith the ancient Forefathers, and through them thou hast
gone before and betrothed unto thyself the Church of the Gentiles. Let the saints,
therefore, take pride in glory; for from their seed sprouted forth a noble fruit, and
she it was who gave birth to thee without seed. Wherefore, by their pleadings, O
Christ God, save our souls.

ِ
 ﻓْﻠَْﻔﺗَ ِﺧ ِر.ط ْﺑ َت اﻟﺑﻌ َﺔ اﻟﺗﻲ ﻣن اﻷﻣم
ﺎﻹﻣﺎن$
زﯾت
ﻟﻘد
َ ﻓﺧ
َ ْﻘ َت$ﺳ
َ
َ  ِﻬ ْمQِ و,ﺎء اﻟﻘدﻣﺎء$اﻵ
َ
ِ
ِ ك
اﻟﻘدﺳو َن
 ﱠ,ﺎﻟﻣﺟد$
.زرٍع
ﺛﻣر
َ زرِﻋ ِﻬ ْم
َ  وﻫو اﻷ ﱡم اﻟﺗﻲ.ﺣﺳﯾب
َ وﻟد ْﺗ
ٌ
ٌ أﯾﻧ َﻊ
ْ ﻐﯾر$
ْ ﻷن ﻣن
ِ ﻓﺑﺗَوﺳ
ِ
.ص ﻧﻔوﺳﻧﺎ
ﻼﺗ ِﻬم أﯾﱡﻬﺎ
ْ اﻟﻣﺳﺢ اﻹﻟﻪ َﺧّﻠ
ُ
َُ

Troparion of St. George the Great Martyr (Tone Four)
As deliverer of captives, and defender of the poor, healer of the infirm, champion of kings: Victorious Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God
for our souls’ salvation.

ِ ن ﻣﺣرر وﻣDﻣﺎ أﱠﻧك ﻟﻠﻣﺄﺳور$
ِ ﻋﺎﺿٌد
ِ ﺎﻛﯾن
ِ وﻟﻠﻔَﻘر ِاء واﻟﻣﺳ
طﺑﯾب
رﺿﻰ
ُ ،Yٌ ﻌﺗ
َ
َ وﻟﻠﻣ
َ
ٌ
َ وﻧﺎﺻٌر
ََ
ُ ٌ َُ َ ُ
ِ اﻟﺷ
ٍ وﺷ
ِ
ِ ﺎف
ظَﻔر
ﻬداء
وﻣ َﺣ ِﺎر ٌب أﯾﻬﺎ
َ  ُس اﻟ$ِﺟﺎورﺟﯾوس اﻟﻶ
ُ اﻟﻌظم ﻓﻲ
َ
َ وﻋن اﻟﻣؤ ِﻣ
ُ
ُ ﻧﯾن ُﻣﺎﻓ ٌﺢ
ُ
ِ ِ
ِ ﻼص ﻧُﻔ
.وﺳﻧﺎ
ﺗَ َﺷﱠﻔﻊ إﻟﻰ
ُ ِ اﻟﻣﺳﺢ اﻹﻟﻪ ﻓﻲ َﺧ

Kontakion of Feast of the Nativity (Tone Three)
Today the Virgin cometh unto the cave to give birth to the Word who was born
before all ages, begotten in a manner that defies description. Rejoice, therefore,
O universe if thou shouldst hear and glorify with the Angels and the shepherds.
Glorify Him who by His will shall become a new-born Babe and who is our
God before all ages.

ِ  ْﻗﺑ َﻞ اﻟ ﱡد ُﻫ7 اﻟذ، ﻟِ َﺗﻠِ َد اﻟﻛﻠﻣﺔ،اﻟﯾوم اﻟﻌذراء ﺗﺄﺗﻲ إﻟﻰ اﻟﻣﻐﺎرة
، ﺑﻬﺎYط
َ ﻻدة ﻻ ﺗَُﻔ ﱠﺳر وﻻ ُﯾ ْﻧ
ً  و،ور
َ
ِ
ِ ِ
ِ
ﻣﺷﯾﺋِﺗ ِﻪ$
ظ َﻬ ُر
ﻣﻊ
ْ َ َﺳ7 اﻟذ،اﻟﻣﻼﺋﺔ واﻟرﻋﺎة
َ
ّ ،ﻓﺎﻓرﺣﻲ أﯾﺗﻬﺎ اﻟﻣﺳوﻧﺔ إذا َﺳﻣ ْﻌت
َ
َ 7وﻣﺟد
. ْﻗﺑ َﻞ اﻟ ﱡد ُﻫور7طْﻔﻼً ﺟدﯾداً وﻫو اﻹﻟﻪ اﻟذ
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اﻟرﺳﺎﻟﺔ ﻷﺣد اﻷﺟداد اﻟﻘدﺳﯾن
Epistle for the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers!
For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done for us!
The Reading is from Saint Paul's Letter to the Colossians (3:4-11)
Brethren, when Christ, Who is our life appears, then you also will appear with
him in glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the
wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience. In these you once walked,
when you lived in them. But now put them all away; anger, wrath, malice, slander,
and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put
off the old nature with its practices and have put on the new nature, which is being
renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there cannot be Greek
and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but
Christ is all, and in all.

!ﺎﺋﻧﺎ! ﻷﻧك ﻋدل ﻓﻲ ﻞ ﻣﺎ ﺻﻧﻌت ﺑﻧﺎ$ﺎرك أﻧت ﺎرب اﻟﻪ آ$ﻣ
(3:4-11) ﻓﺻﻞ ﻣن رﺳﺎﻟﺔ اﻟﻘدس ﺑوﻟس اﻟرﺳول اﻟﻰ اﻫﻞ !وﻟوﺳﻲ
 ﻫو ﺣﺎﺗﻧﺎ ﻓﺎﻧﺗم اﺿﺎ ﺗظﻬرون ﺣﯾﻧﺋذ ﻣﻌﻪ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻣﺟد * ﻓﺄﻣﯾﺗوا7ﺎ اﺧوة ﻣﺗﻰ ظﻬر اﻟﻣﺳﺢ اﻟذ
ﺎدة$ ﻫو ﻋ7 واﻟﺷﻬوة اﻟردﺔ واﻟطﻣﻊ اﻟذCاﻋﺿﺎءم اﻟﺗﻲ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻻرض اﻟزﻧﻰ واﻟﻧﺟﺎﺳﺔ واﻟﻬو
وﺛن * ﻻﻧﻪ ﻻﺟﻞ ﻫذﻩ ﺄﺗﻲ ﻏﺿب ﷲ ﻋﻠﻰ اﺑﻧﺎء اﻟﻌﺻﺎن * وﻓﻲ ﻫذﻩ اﻧﺗم اﺿﺎ ﺳﻠﻛﺗم ﺣﯾﻧﺎ
 واﻟﺧﺑث واﻟﺗﺟدﯾﻒeاذ ﻧﺗم ﻋﺎﺋﺷﯾن ﻓﯾﻬﺎ* اﻣﺎ اﻻن ﻓﺎﻧﺗم أﺿﺎ اطرﺣوا اﻟﻛﻞ اﻟﻐﺿب واﻟﺳﺧ
*  ﻣﻊ اﻋﻣﺎﻟﻪYﻌﺿﺎ ﺑﻞ اﺧﻠﻌوا اﻻﻧﺳﺎن اﻟﻌﺗﯾ$ ﻌﺿم$ واﻟﻛﻼم اﻟﻘﺑﺢ ﻣن اﻓواﻫم * وﻻ ذب
7 ﯾﺗﺟدد ﻟﻠﻣﻌرﻓﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺻورة ﺧﺎﻟﻘﻪ* ﺣﯾث ﻟس ﯾوﻧﺎﻧﻲ وﻻ ﯾﻬود7ﺳوا اﻻﻧﺳﺎن اﻟﺟدﯾد اﻟذ$واﻟ
. وﻻ اﺳﯾﺛﻲ ﻻ ﻋﺑد وﻻ ﺣر ﺑﻞ اﻟﻣﺳﺢ ﻫو ﻞ ﺷﺊ وﻓﻲ اﻟﺟﻣﻊ7رQﻻ ﺧﺗﺎن وﻻ ﻗﻠﻒ ﻻ ﺑر
Church Etiquette
During the reading of the Epistle and Gospel, please refrain from
moving or walking so you may not be a distraction to others listening and so
you may be properly focused and reverent to the Word of God.
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اﻹﻧﺟﯾﻞ ﻷﺣد اﻷﺟداد اﻟﻘدﺳﯾن
Gospel for the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers
The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (14:16-24)
The Lord spoke this parable: “A man once gave a great banquet, and invited
many; and at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had
been invited, ‘Come for all is now ready.’ But, one by one, they all began to make
excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it;
I pray you, have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of
oxen, and I go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.’ And another said,
‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So the servant came and reported this to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, ‘Go
out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed
and blind and lame.’ And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been
done, and still there is room.’ And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the
highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled.
For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet. For
many are called, but few are chosen.’”

ِ
ِ
ِ
(14:16-24) اﻟﺗﻠﻣﯾذ اﻟطﺎﻫر
,اﻟ(ﺷﯾر
اﻹﻧﺟﯾﻠﻲ
اﻟﻘدس ﻟوﻗﺎ
ﻒ ﻣن (ﺷﺎرِة.ﺷر
ﻓﺻﻞ
ٌ
ٌ
ِّ
ِ
ِ
ِ
اﻟﻌﺷﺎء
ﺳﺎﻋﺔ
ﻋﺑ َدﻩُ ﻓﻲ
.اﻟرب ﻫذا اْﻟ َﻣﺛَﻞ
ﻗﺎل ﱡ
ٌ
َ ًﺷﺎء َﻋظﻣﺎ
ْ ﻓﺄرﺳﻞ
َ
َ *نDود َﻋﺎ ﺛﯾر
َ إﻧﺳﺎن
ً ﺻَﻧ َﻊ َﻋ
ِ ﺷﻲء َﻗد أ
ٍ
ُﻋ ﱠد* َﻓ َ ِ ﱡ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ن ﺗﻌﺎُﻟ ُوا ﱠD
اﻷول
ﻓﻘﺎل َﻟ ُﻪ
ﻓﺈن ُ ﱠﻞ
َ ﻘول ﻟْﻠ َﻣ ْد ُﻋ ّو
ُ
َ . ُﻠ ُﻬم واﺣٌد ﻓواﺣٌد َ ْﺳﺗَ ْﻌُﻔونYَ طﻔ
ُ
ِ
 ُت َﺧ ْﻣ َﺳ َﺔDْاﻵﺧ ُر َﻗ ِد اﺷﺗر
ُ َﺧ ُرَج وأﻧ
ْ أن أ
َ وﻗﺎل
ْ ك
ْ  ُت َﺣْﻘﻼً وﻻ ُﺑ ﱠد ﻟﻲDْﻗد اﺷﺗر
َ ُظ َرﻩُ ﻓﺄﺳﺄﻟ
َ *أن ﺗَ ْﻌﻔَﯾﻧﻲ
ِ
ِ
ٍ
ِ
ك ﻻ
اﻵﺧ ُر ﻗد
َﻘ ٍر وأﻧﺎ$َ ﻓدادﯾن
َ أن ﺗَ ْﻌﻔَﯾﻧﻲ* وﻗﺎل
ْ ك
َ ﺗزوﺟ ُت اﻣرًأة ﻓﻠذﻟ
َ ﻬﺎ ﻓﺄﺳﺄُﻟQَُﺟ ِّر
ْ
َ ﻣﺎض ﻷ
ِِ
ِ
ِ ٍِ
ِ
ُﺧ ُرْج
أن
ْ وﻗﺎل ﻟِ َﻌ ْﺑدﻩ أ
ْ طﻊ
َ ﺳﯾ َدﻩُ ﺑذﻟ
ْ ك* ﻓﺣﯾﻧﺋذ َﻏﺿ َب َر ﱡب
ِّ أﺧﺑ َر
َ اﻟﻌ ْﺑ ُد و
َ أﺟﻲء* ﻓﺄَﺗَﻰ
َ اﻟﺑﯾت
ُ َأﺳﺗ
َ
ِ
ﻓﻘﺎل
اﻟﻣدﯾﻧﺔ و ِأزﱠﻗِﺗﻬﺎ وأ َْد ِﺧ ِﻞ
ﻌﺎً إﻟﻰ ﺷو ِارِعDَﺳر
َ اﻟﻣﺳﺎﻛﯾن واْﻟ ُﺟ ْد
َ اﻟﻌ
َ
ُ ﻣﺎن و
ُع و
َ *اﻟﻌ ْرَج إﻟﻰ َﻫ ُﻬَﻧﺎ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ط ُر ِق
ُ ُﺧ ُرْج إﻟﻰ اﻟ
ْ ﻟﻠﻌﺑد أ
ْ اﻟﺳﯾ ُد
ِّ ﻓﻘﺎل
ْ
َ *ﻘﻰ أﺿﺎً َﻣ َﺣ ﱞﻞ$Dﻪ و$ أﻣ ْر َت
َ اﻟﻌﺑ ُد ﺎ َﺳّﯾ ُد ﻗد ُﻗﺿ َﻲ ﻣﺎ
ِ
ِِ ِ ِ
ِ
أﺣٌد
َ واﻷﺳِﯾ َﺟ ِﺔ واﺿ
َ أﻗول َﻟ ُﻛ ْم إﱠﻧ ُﻪ ﻻ ﯾذو ُق ﻋﺷﺎﺋﻲ
ُ ط ِرْرُﻫم إﻟﻰ اﻟدﺧول ﺣﺗﻰ َ ْﻣ َﺗﻠﺊ ْﺑﯾﺗﻲ*ﻓﺈّﻧﻲ
ِ
ِ
ِ اﻟرﺟ
ِ
ِ
ن* ﱠDاﻟﻣدﻋو
.ن َﻗﻠِﯾﻠُونD
ﻷن
ﺎل
َ ن ﺛﯾرو َن واْﻟ ُﻣﺧﺗﺎرD
َ اﻟﻣدﻋو
َ ﻣ ْن أوﻟﺋ
َِ ك
ّ
ّ
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The month of December in the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America
is the month recognizing

The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch
The Order is the philanthropic arm of the Archdiocese funding many programs, ministries, and projects here in the Archdiocese and abroad
across the Patriarchate of Antioch, the Holy Land, and other places
around the world.

December 20th is the Feast of
St. Ignatius of Antioch.
Members of the
Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch
are asked to wear their Crosses
and
assist with ushering, reading the
Epistle, and other various tasks for
the entire month of
December.
If you are not a member of The Order and are interested
in joining this great organization,
please contact Fr. Saba, Tony Zammar or any member
of The Order for information.

To view the website for The Order, please visit
www.antiochian.org/order
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Altar Vigil Candle
To sign-up for the Altar Vigil Candle, please contact the
Church Office to submit the names of your loved ones to
be remembered for the duration of the month you choose.
The Candle remains lit for an entire month on the Holy Altar. There is no fee required to offer the Altar Vigil Candle. The offering is by donation only.
If you choose to make a donation, please make your donation payable to ‘St. George Cathedral.’
Please see schedule below.

DECEMBER

Michael and Mouna Dahlan and Family
Charles and Diana O’Brien
Afif and Jumana Sakas and Family
Salem and Hannan Mounayyer and Family

JANUARY

Michael and Mouna Dahlan and Family
Salem and Hannan Mounayyer and Family
Russell and Helene Bassett and Family
Jorge and Najat Zacur and Family

FEBRUARY

George and Widaa Khoury and Family
Michael and Mouna Dahlan and Family
Salem and Hannan Mounayyer and Family

MARCH

Salem and Hannan Mounayyer and Family
Michael and Mouna Dahlan and Family

APRIL

Najwa Turjman and Family
Michael and Mouna Dahlan and Family

MAY

Michael and Mouna Dahlan and Family
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Cathedral News
The Holy Bread and Coffee Hour are ministries of the Antiochian
Women. Please see the Coordinator of these ministries,
Mrs. Salma Zacur, to inquire on scheduling and requirements.

Holy Bread Offering
TODAY

Akrum and Sandy Alrahib and Family
George Karam and Gleema Nambiar and Family

DECEMBER 21 Michael Nasr Jr. and Family
DECEMBER 25 Cathedral Council
DECEMBER 28 Jeanette Haddad-Stern
JANUARY 4

Atalla and Andrea Abu-Akel and Family

Coffee Hour Sponsor
TODAY

George Karam and Gleema Nambiar and Family

DECEMBER 21 Order of Saint Ignatius—Cathedral Chapter
DECEMBER 25 Cathedral Council
DECEMBER 28 Jeanette Haddad-Stern
JANUARY 4

Atalla and Andrea Abu-Akel and Family

TODAY: Forty-Day Memorial Service in memory of Alissar Karam,
offered by George Karam and Gleema Nambiar. Memory Eternal!
~~~~~~~

Congratulations to Fouad Johny Mobassaleh and Olivia Dahdal
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on their engagement this past week.

Mabrouk!

Cathedral Calendar
TODAY
Orthros (Matins) Service
9:15 a.m.
TODAY
Divine Liturgy
10:30 a.m.
TODAY
Advent Humanitarian Drive Continues
TODAY
December is ‘Order of Saint Ignatius Month’
TODAY
Mandatory Rehearsal for Christmas Pageant
1:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec 16 Festival Committee Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Thursday, Dec 18 Decorating of Church for Christmas
Please see FLYER
Saturday, Dec 20 Dress Rehearsal for Christmas Pageant
10:00 a.m.
Saturday, Dec 20 The Great Vespers Service
5:30 p.m.
Sunday, Dec 21 Orthros (Matins) Service
9:15 a.m.
Sunday, Dec 21 Divine Liturgy
10:30 a.m.
Sunday, Dec 21 Annual Christmas Pageant
After Liturgy
Sunday, Dec 21 Sunday School General Assembly
After Liturgy
Wednesday, Dec 24 Royal Hours for Feast of Nativity
10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec 24 Divine Services for Nativity (Christmas)
5:30 p.m.

Save the Date!
Annual Christmas Pageant
Dec 21, 2014
Christmas Eve Services
Dec 24, 2014
Delegates’ Meeting for Southeast Diocese in Jacksonville, FL Jan 2222-25, 2015
Annual Middle Eastern Festival
Feb 13
13--15, 2015
Feast of Great and Holy PASCHA (Easter)
Apr 12, 2015
Southeast Diocese Parish Life Conference in Franklin, TN
Jun 1010-15, 2015
52nd Biennial Archdiocese Convention hosted in Boston
Jul 2020-26, 2015
53rd Biennial Archdiocese Convention hosted in Miami
Jul 2323-30, 2017
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REFLECTION
There are three types of Christians:
One type is the Christian who does the will of God because he is afraid of going to
hell. This type of Christian is called “a slave” because he does everything out of fear
of what the Master will do to him.
The second kind of Christian is called “a hireling.” He works as if for hire, as workers who work for pay. If he does any good, he does it only because he expects God to
reward him. He wants to be paid for all he does. This is the type of person who tries
to bargain with God: “I promise I’ll do this, if you would only do this for me.” These
people who seek reward and seek praise and glory from men, Jesus spoke of them
when he said, “Truly, I say to you, they have already received their reward.”
The third kind of Christian is the highest kind. He is the Christian who loves God
and loves his fellow man spontaneously, without ever thinking of hell or getting a
reward. In the book called “The Way of the Pilgrim”, we read “God wills us to come
to Him neither as slaves or as mercenaries hired for money, but in the manner of
sons and daughters who lead honorable lives for the love of Him and from eagerness
to serve Him.”
We must ask ourselves: “What type of Christian am I?” Are we slaves to a fearful
God, afraid of His punishment if we don’t do what He wants us to do? Are we mercenary Christians who do things to get something in return? Or are we the Christians
who do things out of love for God and for our neighbor.
The Apostle John says in his first epistle: “We love Him because He first loved
us” (1 John 4:19). Pure and simple.
A reporter who was interviewing Mother Teresa and saw how she took care of the
poor and sick in the streets of Calcutta, asked her “How can you touch these sick
people with their open sores and infected bodies. I wouldn’t do it for a million dollars.” Mother Teresa looked back at the reporter, smiled and said, “Neither would I.”
She did it out of pure love. That is the type of Christian we need to be.

REFLECTION
If you were asked, “What is the hardest task in the world,”
what would you say it is?
Some of us might thing of some physical or muscular feat, some might
think it is some acrobatic challenge or act of bravery on the battlefield,
some of us might think it is an intellectual achievement. As hard as any of
these things might be, there is a task that is much harder. There is nothing
harder than saying these three words, “I was wrong.” It takes a humility
that few people are capable of. As hard as it is to say, “I was wrong,” these
three words are needed in life more than anything else. They are words that
have supernatural effects. They are words that reconcile; words that unite;
words that heal wounds; words that bring peace. They almost seem to be
magic words.
A major league umpire was asked once if he ever made mistakes in calling
balls and strikes. He replied, “Of course, I make mistakes. My only trouble
is I can’t admit it.” Our hope in life as Christians is to have the humility to
admit to ourselves and to God that we are not perfect and that we have
made mistakes, and make them every day.
One day a man was passing a truck. Suddenly he had to cut in very sharply
right in front of the truck to avoid a car coming from a side road. A few
minutes later the truck roared around this man’s car and cut in front of
him sharply the same way.
Soon the car and truck were standing side by side waiting for a red light to
turn green. The man in the car, who cut in front of the truck, rolled down
his window. The truck driver saw this and leaned forward looking in a very
angry way, and was ready to yell at the man in the car. The man in the car
said in a very pleasant and kind voice, “I’m sorry that I cut in front of you
back there.” The truck driver was speechless. That was not what he expected the man to say. The truck driver then smiled and said, “Forget it; I
was the one who acted like a fool.” Think about how different this encounter could have been.
Think about how different our lives would be if we learned how to admit
our mistakes and ask for forgiveness.

Save the
Date!
Annual
Middle Eastern

Festival
February 13-15, 2015

Message from
Stewardship Committee
Ensure that your voice be heard!
Please complete your 2014 Stewardship Form.
Remember, there is no minimum pledge required .... Only your
commitment to love and support your church.
Your Stewardship lists you and your family among the members of the
Cathedral. It not only helps the Church keep in touch with you, but it
provides you with full membership benefits and privileges which
include:
1. Ability to VOTE in the Annual General Assembly meeting for your
Church leaders and rules of governance.
2. Ability to run for Cathedral Council and other leadership positions.
3. Membership pricing for Church Hall and special events.
4. All communications and mailings related to liturgical and
fellowship events.
Please remember if you do not have a completed 2014 Stewardship
Form, you are still welcome to attend the Annual General Assembly
meeting; however, you will not be able to vote during the General
Assembly Meeting or hold Council or leadership positions.
If you have any questions or would like to receive a 2014 Stewardship
Form, please see the Stewardship Committee Chairperson, Mrs. Salma
Zacur, or contact the Cathedral Office. Thank you!

